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American Views of Muslims and a Nuclear Iran 
David Norick 

Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California 

Introduction to Research 
! This study examines how stereotypes affect 
foreign policy towards the Iranian nuclear program. 
! American beliefs about Muslims have changed 
(negatively) over the past 15 years due to 
American wars in the Middle East and terrorist 
attacks perpetrated by Islamic groups. 
! The United States has enacted serious economic 
sanctions on Iran over allegations that they were 
attempting to develop nuclear weapons. 

! At the same time, the United States has not 
done the same with India and Israel, both of 
which have admitted to having nuclear weapons 
(India) or are suspected of possessing them 
(Israel) without having signed the 
Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty. 

! Regional Security Complex Theory 
! Theorizes how nations act in geographical 
regions where threats are most likely to come 
from inside the region. 
! United States’ desire to maintain influence over 
the Middle East (exerted through Israel) would 
be under threat if Iran could flex its own 
muscles in the region. 

Fear Towards Nuclear Iran 
! United States, and world as a whole, has become 
more proactive in limiting the spread of nuclear 
weapons.  

! Similar sanctions and reactions currently seen 
In the situation with North Korea and its own 
missile program. 

! Worried towards comments of Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, former Iranian president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, and the Iranian people themselves. 

! “Death to America” chants. 
! Ahmadinejad saying USA was behind 9/11 at a 
UN Conference. 
! Both Khomeini and Ahmadinejad with 
comments referring to eradication of Israel. 

! Iranian connections with terrorist groups such as 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Al Qaeda. 

! Analysts worry that nuclear weapons would fall 
into the wrong hands. 

! Responses in past have varied. 
! Israel has reportedly assassinated Iranian 
nuclear scientists and planned to bomb nuclear 
sites. 
! America initially resorted to crippling sanctions 
on Iran in conjunction with others. 
! Recently (with EU and UN) made a deal to 
reduce or eliminate sanctions in diplomatic 
treaty where Iran would curb its nuclear 
program advancement. 
! Republican Party has sought to increase 
sanctions and use of force over diplomacy. 

Ind. Variable B Beta Significance (P) 
Iran developing nuclear 
weapons 

.276 .297 .000 

Agreement with stereotype 
of Muslims as violent 

.201 .251 .000 

Self-placement on liberal 
conservative scale 

.234 .312 .000 

Model Summary 
R R-square Std. Error Significance 

.726 .527 1.797 .000 
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Conclusions!
! Most people in the United States believe that Iran is 
developing nuclear weapons, but level of belief in Muslim 
stereotypes does have an affect.

! People who have a higher level of agreement with the 
violence stereotype are more likely to support the 
government using punitive measures against Iran.

! Political views and prior belief of Iran nuclear 
development also contribute to opinions on punitive 
measures, which then can be seen in American foreign 
policy at times in the past.

! People with a higher opinion of Muslims (don’t agree with 
the violence stereotype) will be more likely to advocate for 
peaceful means of nuclear negotiations with iran 
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