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and greater support for a corps of chaplains with standard uniforms 
and assimilated rank. 

During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the con 
certed efforts of chaplains, continued cooperation with churches, and 

congressional legislation furthered the process of bureaucratization 
and professionalization of the chaplaincy. The navy established a 
Board of Chaplains to test and screen candidates, the newly created 
Federal Council of Churches helped evaluate and select chaplains prior 
to World War I, and Congress made chaplain rank and pay scales 

equal to those of other staff and line officers. Finally, the World War I 
era witnessed the culmination of the chaplains' campaign for inte 

gration into the military establishment. The navy instituted its own 

Chaplain Division, with a supervisory chaplain serving as chief of 

chaplains, and the army formed a similar body with the Staff Chap 
lains' Office. With these independent administrative departments, 
chaplains achieved their goal of professional autonomy within the 

military bureaucracy. 
Budd thoroughly examines chaplain reports, letters, professional 

manuals, pertinent material from the records of the Adjutant General's 

Office, and the armed services' institutional histories. Although he 

briefly notes the influence of the Social Gospel movement on chap 
lain activities, a more thorough discussion of the impact of theologi 
cal issues on chaplains' views of institutional unity and philosophy 
of ministry would have been beneficial. Overall, Budd renders an 

insightful analysis of the chaplaincy's sixty-year struggle for profes 
sional recognition and integration into the U.S. military establishment. 

Sean Scott 

Scott is a doctoral student at Purdue University. His research focuses on the impact of 

evangelical religion in the North during the Civil War. 

14-18: Understanding the Great War. By Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau and 
Annette Becker. (New York: Hill & Wang, 2002. Pp. 280. Notes, 
index. $24.00.) 

In 14-18: Understanding the Great War, Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau 
and Annette Becker meditate on the current state of historiography on 

the First World War and propose an original synthesis for understand 

ing how the war transformed the private and public lives of Europe 
ans. The authors, having pioneered a new direction in the French cul 
tural history of the war through previous studies that focused on trench 

journalism, children, religion, and spirituality, are well positioned to 

ponder the possible ways that anthropology and psychology suggest 
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new avenues of inquiry for students of the war. This book was origi 
nally published in 2000 under the title 14-18, retrouver la Guerre. Writ 
ten primarily for a French-speaking audience, the authors focus their 

critique on French studies of the war and freely acknowledge that some 
of the directions for research they suggest are drawn from 

groundbreaking monographs on the British and German armies, many 
of which are well known to English-speaking readers. All students of 
the war will nonetheless benefit from the thought-provoking analysis 
and synthesis that Audoin-Rouzeau and Becker offer. 

The authors begin with the premise that the unprecedented vio 

lence, both along the Western Front and against civilian populations, 
remains the defining characteristic of the war. Secondly, they argue 
that the immediate postwar revulsion against the war and the subse 

quent elevation to near-heroic stature of the few mutineers and anti 

war activists has diminished appreciation for the widespread popu 
lar support that greeted the war. Intense hatred of the enemy, univer 

sally perceived as a lesser and barbaric race, kept support for the war 

strong, even after the mass slaughter became common knowledge. 

Finally, the war turned European society into a community of mourn 

ing. With nearly every family touched in some way by a soldier's 

death, grief, sorrow, and remembrance inevitably shaped the private 
lives of millions of individuals during this period. 

This book challenges our traditional definition of the war's vic 
tims by including civilians who lived in occupied territories under 
often-brutal German rule. Ironically, the authors note, the Versailles 

Treaty made specific reference to these civilians by using their lost 

property as the justification for demanding reparation payments from 

Germany. Once the treaty was signed, however, the frenzy of monu 

ment-building and commemoration recognized only soldiers' suffer 

ing as legitimate, obscuring the heavy cost that civilians had paid 
during the war. 

Telling the story of the war without actually discussing warfare, 
the authors argue, is equally misguided. While the strategic and po 
litical aspects of pivotal battles clearly matter, the authors assert 
that it is as important to appreciate the unprecedented violence that 

the war unleashed on the battlefield. "Surprising as it may seem," the 
authors write, "when we compare the average number of daily casu 

alties in 1914-18 to the average number" in the Second World War, 
"the mortality rate is almost always higher for the First" (p. 22). 

Reflecting the authors' specific research interests, some topics, 
such as the rise of spirituality and religious fervor during the war, get 
more attention than necessary in such a short, comprehensive over 
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view of societal changes engendered by the war. In addition, those 

looking for full inclusion of the American war experience will be dis 

appointed. Overall, however, 14-18 provides a fresh and provocative 
look at the cultural history of the war. By suggesting new avenues for 
future research and an original paradigm for understanding the cul 
tural significance of the war, this book breaks important new ground. 
The authors succeed in their goal of inspiring readers to reflect anew 
on how total war shaped the twentieth century. 

Jennifer D. Keene 
Keene is associa te professor of history at the University ofRedlands in southern Califor 

nia. She is the author o/Doughboys, the Great War, and the Remaking of America 

(2002) and is currently completing a book on African American and West African sol 

diers'experiences during the First World War. 

The First Cold War: The Legacy of Woodrow Wilson in U.S.-Soviet Rela 
tions. By Donald E. Davis and Eugene P. Trani. (Columbia: Uni 

versity of Missouri Press, 2002. Pp. xxiii, 329. Bibliography, in 

dex. $42.50.) 

Now that the cold war is receding into history, it may be possible 
for scholars to develop new interpretations of the origins of the Ameri 
can-Russian rivalry that transcend the polarized perspectives of the 

past. One encouraging sign of that prospect is the fact that this new 

study comes with endorsements by both former U.S. Secretary of State 

Lawrence Eagleburger and Vyacheslav Nikonov, grandson of former 

Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav Molotov. 

During the cold war, Soviet writers repeatedly and polemically 

charged that Washington was one of the main organizers of an impe 
rialist crusade to crush the world's first socialist state, while Ameri 

can historians often denied that the United States had tried to over 
throw the Soviet government during the Russian Civil War (1917-21). 
In the post-cold-war era, Americans seem less embarrassed by that 

fact. Indeed, some writers have argued quite openly that it would 

have been a blessing to the world if the U.S. had done much more to 

stifle the Bolshevik baby in its cradle (see especially Ilya Somin, Still 

bom Crusade: The Tragic Failure of Western Intervention in the Russian 

Civil War, 1918-1920 [1996] and Harper Barnes's biography of the U.S. 

ambassador to Russia, Standing on a Volcano: The Life and Times of Da vid 

Rowland Francis [2001]). 
In The First Cold War, Donald Davis and Eugene Trani describe 

how an ideological foundation for cold-war anticommunism crystal 
lized even as President Woodrow Wilson vacillated between concil 
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