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  [[Nick Dante 8/31/17]] 
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         Alison Dalton 
          Letter #8]] 
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   Feb. 14, 1978 
 
Dear Mr. Temianka, 
 
    I received your letter today and  
was so touched and reminded of  
your continued love and concern  
for me. I hope you know that  
you are one of the dearest and most  
beloved people in my life.  
 Of course I have been in deep  
thought this past month about my  
situation at Curtis and have been  
weighing very heavily the decision  
of whether to leave or not. 
 Now that I have decided to  
stay on. I am happier than I  
have been in months! 
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 I must share with you my  
reasons and the means by which I  
have finally reached this point. 
 It suddenly hit me like a bolt of  
lightning that I have been trying  
to make Mr. G. fit your shoes. He is  
not you, does not play or feel chant  
music or humanity the way you do and  
I have been wrong in saying he has  
nothing to offer me because he is not  
so appealing, personally, as you are to me.  
No one ever can take the special place I  
have in my heart for you and yet  
Mr. Galamian isn’t second rate or wrong 
just different.  
 
 Mr. Galamian just refused to get  
involved or excited about my playing  
until I was willing to listen, put 
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myself trustingly in his hands and  
desired to learn enough to be sensitive  
to his subtle persuasions.  
 
 He is too busy to coddle and spoon-  
feed each one of his 90-some-odd students  
and so he generally guides you in  
the direction of making right decisions  
and discoveries. But the final work,  
struggle, trial and experimentation is  
entirely up to the student. When  
the pupil finally finds an answer  
and meets with success, he remem-  
bers what he has learned because  
he has taught himself much be-  
ing only led and corrected by  
the teacher and the meaning of  
his achievement is great because  
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he gave much and can see his  
own progress. 
 
 I was frustrated by Mr. G.  
because I was writing for him  
to make a move, open my eyes,  
show me something, give me new  
horizons. On the other hand, I’m  
sure he was confused by my seem- 
ingly uneducated and indifferent atti-  
tude. 
 So, as you can probably guess, I  
have changed my attitude. I’m ready  
to put myself in his hands, quit  
rebelling because his methods aren’t  
always what I particularly care  
for (I realize now that a complete,  
many faceted artist and individual.  
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must have tried thoroughly many different  
ways or methods to be able to become experienced and  
well-rounded and then can sort  
the bad and good and therefore have  
soundly based theory behind his  
actions) be open minded and give  
the man a chance.  
 
 My last lesson was a real joy and  
a miracle. It’s amazing that a few  
of my brain’s cells shifted their pattern.  
That’s all. No one else changed. The wea-  
ther didn’t get better. And yet, the  
world is completely opposite for me.  
I feel so good. I’m so happy and de- 
lighted with life in Phila. It’s  
amazing that this problem of mine  
was so markedly influential on my 
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happiness and productivity.  
 Now that I’ve come to grips  
with it all other irritations and  
problems seem less in magnitude  
and concern. I’m balanced again.  
 I realize that I am no longer  
a child. I must learn to stand on my  
own 2 feet, shoulder my own responsi-  
bilities, motivate myself, encourage  
myself and solve my own problems.  
It’s unfair to ask anyone for too much  
help because we all have our own  
wounds to remedy. Also, I realize that  
it is a very fortunate person who  
finds someone in this world who  
cares about his welfare. This is  
not to be taken for granted be- 
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cause one usually must assume that  
very few care much about what you  
do. If you don’t want what you  
want badly enough to help yourself,  
no one else will help you anyway. 
 I am very fortunate to have  
much support every where. I’m so  
blessed. Why? I have never really en-  
countered cold shoulders or unhelpful  
persons. I must never forget all the  
kindnesses, cheers and generosities given  
me. They will not come to naught. 
 As for your trip to NY, I’ll be  
there! I’m so excited. Could you  
hear me play? I have March 20-26  
for vacation. My mother is going  
to insist me sometime beginning 
         7 
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in that week.  
 
 When do you want me to visit? 
20th, 21st? Both dates? Let me know. 
I’m free anytime. 
 
 As for summer plans, I would be  
thrilled to be with you for a visit  
in L.A. What do you do in Tennessee?  
Teach? Conduct? How long will you  
be there? You see, my school is  
out on May 12 and I have no plans  
until July (1st wk.) – Aug. to pick up  
academic credits at BYU. You say  
the word and I’ll do whatever you  
suggest. 
 The weather is horrid. I’m thrilled to  
have played under Raul Perez last evening. I thought  
I’d let you know that I’m Henri Ellman’s secretary. He  
says he knows you well & grew up in Antwerp across the street from  
you. Also, a most Happy Valentines Day to you. Much love, Alison 
 
   Love, Alison 
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