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MUSIC REVIEW

Doctors Symphony:

concert by the Los Angeles
Doctors Symphony Orches-
tra may not be the cultural
event of the season, but for at least

_one listener Tuesday night’s per--

formance at Stephen S. Wise Tem-
ple proved memorable.

The group has no pretensions to
greatness. Established in 1953, the
orchestra roster includes physi-
cians, dentists, nurses and other
medical personnel. Concerts are
free, charity activities a major
function. Musical finesse would not
appear to be a huge concern,
though no one can fault the effort.

The ensemble’s assistant con-
ductor, Dr. Ivan Shulman, a gener-
al suggeon, led the opening work,
Verdi’s Overture to “La Forza del
Destino.” He gave confident, clear-
cut direction. As destiny would

ave it, the orchestra followed less
clearly, though almost as confi-
dently. ‘

Then cellist David Shamban, a
local studio and free-lance musi-

“

‘?.'

rik’s Cello Concer
less-than-ideal pos
form well above an
orchestra, and directly behind the
conductor, Joel Lish. From time to
time, Shamban could be seen peer-
ing over his right shoulder for a
passing glimpse at the baton.
Shamban possesses sure techni-

d in front of the

June 21, 1990, LOS ANGELES TIMES

2 Game Effort but Hard to Digest

cian, joined the orchestra for Dvo-
to. He took his

ition on a plat-

impressive concentration. He per-
formed solidly despite the some-
times shaky, often ill-mannered
accompaniment led by Lish.

The game but roughly hewn
performance that ensued, after in-
termission, bore a striking resem-
blance to the Second Symphony of
Jean Sibelius, except it lasted much
longer. Or soit seemed. |

cal abilities, with a firm tone and —TIMOTHY MANGAN

|
|
|
|

\

Volunteer Musicians

I regret the sneering review of
the Los Angeles Doctors Sympho-
ny orchestra (June 21).

As a group of music-loving ama-
teurs, with no professional preten-
tions, the orchestra has generated

worldwide good will and friendship
for the United States. Traveling at
their own expense, the members
have given benefit concerts and
raised substantial amounts of mon-
ey for hospitals and cancer center
in Indonesia, Japan, Greece, Israel,
Turkey, Thailand, Peru and other
countries.

Personal meetings and ex-
changes between the Los Angeles

. doctors and their colleagues abroad

further enhanced the value of
these tours. As United States good- |
will ambassadors and messenger of |

mercy abroad, the Los Angeles

Doctors Orchestra deserves noth-

ing but our heartfelt thanks.

HENRI TEMIANKA

Artistic Director

California Chamber Symphony So-

ciety, Los Angeles
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