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January 22, 1966

The Editor,
The Boston Glocbe

Sire

The review by Mr. Ceorge Gelles in your Jan.l7 issue of the
Paganini Quartet's Bosion concert furnishes a classic example of
2 music eritic debasing both hie eraft and his profession's public
imege. Many of his statements are demonstrebly false; the language
is needlessly cbusive; and the writing is shoddy.

One does not expect the ceritic to mateh the talent, ability
or experience of the performer; if he did, he would be one, I
vigorously uphold the eritic's right to dislike apd candidly
eriticize the artist's performence from first note to last, All
one asks is that he observe ordimery standards of decency, not
stooping to such low and libelous insulis as ¥ a neat little bid
of blasphemy" -= an ugly statement which demeans noone except the
writer.

In view of the fact thet the writer is able to reach thousands
of readers who have not attended the event reported, I would appre=-
ciste your fairness in publishing this protest and =llowing me %0
expose a few gross factunl inaccuracies.

1. It is not true that in the Haydn Quartet "only the firsi of
the bipartite variations was heard twice®. The first section of each
variation was concistently repcated, a fact which the meny musicians
in the audience would gladly corroboraie.

2. The "extra high b flat cun grace noite" in the Schubert is not
high by the wildest streteh of the imeginoiion, Théare two full oce
taves above that note on the violin,

3. The "daringly slow® tempo in the Webern is simply that of the
composer, who elearly indieates it by the metronome merking " 56 4o
the eighth note®, reinforced by the emphatic "very slow".

A3 to the reviewer's use of ouch expressions as "over-hysterical®,
I object to them on the grounds that they indicote 2 dangerous tendency
towards repetitive, duplicetive, over-exaggerated redundancy.

I heve rarely encountered such arrogant ignorance in & concert

‘review. The Boston Globe deserves better.

Yours sincerely,

2915 Patricia Avenue

los Angeles, Cal. 9006 Henri Temisnks, First Violin
The Peganinl Quartet
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