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“Pro-Woman, Pro-Life” 
Are you Pro-life or Pro-Choice?

Are you a feminist or not? 

 The Project 
WHO : Women participating in the Pro-Woman, Pro-Life discourse 
WHAT: “Pro-Woman, Pro-Life framing of the Anti-Abortion Movement 
WHEN : NOW 
WHERE:  The United States in the Abortion Discourse. 
WHY: Prove that “Pro-Woman”— is a discoursal strategy to appeal to women who are ideologically aligned with the Pro-Choice movement. No “feminist” would want to support a practice, such as 
abortion, that could physically or mentally harm women; therefore, Pro-Choice feminists and feminists in between Pro-Life and Pro-Choice are then left with the ethical dilemma of allowing other 
women to access a potentially dangerous, even fatal, procedure

HOW
Data 
❖ Looking at editorial, news, and legislative data 
Asking Questions 
❖ When did “Pro-Woman” first appeared in the anti-abortion discourse? 
❖ How it has been used to reinforce the Pro-Life stance? 
❖ James Paul Gee’s theoretical tools help me analyze the use of “Pro-Woman” and argue how it builds and contributes to the Pro-Life discourse. 

Objectives 
❖ Ask questions of the pro-life discourse to understand how language is being used to serve the Pro-Life Ideology 
❖ My project aims to investigate how the charged term “Pro-Woman” has been extrapolated to the Anti-Abortion Movement and argue the guilt-driven draw it has on all 

feminists.

 Methods
Significance – We use language to make things significant; we build significance through 
language.

Significance Building Tool – How are words and grammatical devices being used to build 
up or lessen significance (importance, relevance) for certain things and not others?  

Identities – We use language to be recognized as taking on a certain identity or role. We build 
an identity here and now as we speak. 

Identities Building Tool – What socially recognizable identity or identities is the speaker 
trying to enact or get others to recognize through his/her use of language? What identities 
does the speaker recognize for others? How is the speaker positioning others?

Relationships – We use language to build and sustain relationships with people, groups, and 
institutions.

Relationships Building Tool – How is language being used to build and sustain or change 
relationships in this discourse?  

Grammar Tools for Discourse Analysis

Deixis Tool – How are deictics (words which depend for their full meaning on the context in 
which they are used; e.g., person - I/me, you, they/them, s/he/him/her, we/us, it; place – 
here/there; time – now/then, yesterday/today; things – it, this/that) used in this discourse to 
make assumptions about what listeners already know or can figure out? Are any content 
words taking on deictic qualities?

Subject/Predicate Tool –How is the speaker organizing information in terms of subjects and 
predicates? Are the verbs active? Being?

 Analysis

 References

Rivet, Olivia 
Eng 371, Class Thesis 

Wilkinson College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Science, Chapman University, Orange, CA

OR OR

 Interpretation:
Based on my research, the ideological underpinnings of this discourse appear to be 
rooted in patriarchal values, dated abortion practices, and misogyny. 

My analysis consisted of multiple passes 
over the literature that my corpus is 
comprised of. The data collection itself, 
though tedious, was nowhere near as difficult 
as synthesizing what I had collected into a 
broad interpretation. 

“ACOG Guide to Language and Abortion.” Www.acog.org, www.acog.org/contact/media-center/abortion-language-guide.

Baker, Kimberly. “Life Issues Forum: Pro-Woman Is Pro-Life | USCCB.” Www.usccb.org, 17 Mar. 2017, www.usccb.org/committees/pro-life-activities/life-issues-forum-pro-woman-pro-life. Accessed 5 Mar. 2024.

Currie, Beckie. “I Authored Mississippi’s Abortion Bill. Here’s Why. | Opinion.” Newsweek, 2 Dec. 2021, www.newsweek.com/i-authored-mississippis-abortion-bill-heres-why-opinion-1654573.

Foster, Serrin. “Women Deserve Better than Abortion | USCCB.” Www.usccb.org, www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/women-deserve-better-than-abortion.

Gleeson, Kate. “We Are All Feminists Now: How to Pass an Anti-Abortion Law in Australia.” Transcending Borders: Abortion in the Past and Present, 2017, pp. 137–54, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-48399-3_9. Accessed 30 Apr. 2021.

Glossary of Medical Terms for Life-Affirming Medical Professionals. 2023, aaplog.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Glossary-of-Medical-Terms_20230615_7.pdf. Accessed 2 Apr. 2024.

Holland, Jennifer. “Abolishing Abortion: The History of the Pro-Life Movement in America - Organization of American Historians.” Organization of American Historians, Organization of American Historians, 23 Aug. 2019, 

www.oah.org/tah/november-3/abolishing-abortion-the-history-of-the-pro-life-movement-in-america/.

Lowe, Pam, and Sarah-Jane Page. “‘On the Wet Side of the Womb’: The Construction of ‘Mothers’ in Anti-Abortion Activism in England and Wales.” European Journal of Women’s Studies, vol. 26, no. 2, July 2018, p. 135050681878519, 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1350506818785191.

Roberti, Amanda. “‘Women Deserve Better:’ the Use of the Pro-Woman Frame in Anti-Abortion Policies in U.S. States.” Journal of Women, Politics & Policy, vol. 42, no. 3, July 2021, pp. 207–24, https://doi.org/10.1080/1554477x.2021.1925478.

---. “Empowering Women by Regulating Abortion? Conservative Women Lawmaker’s Cooptation of Feminist Language in US Abortion Politics.” Politics, Groups, and Identities, vol. 10, no. 1, Dec. 2021, pp. 1–7, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2021.2003828.

Ros-Lehtinan, Illeana. “Congressional Record (Bound Edition), Volume 145 (1999), Part 9 - to BE a FEMINIST MEANS to BE PRO-LIFE.” Www.govinfo.gov, 1999, www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CRECB-1999-pt9/html/CRECB-1999-pt9-Pg12715.htm.

Rose, Melody. “Pro-Life, Pro-Woman? Frame Extension in the American Antiabortion Movement.” Journal of Women, Politics & Policy, vol. 32, no. 1, Jan. 2011, pp. 1–27, https://doi.org/10.1080/1554477x.2011.537565.

Steupert, Mia. “Pro-Life Laws Protect Mom and Baby: Pregnant Women’s Lives Are Protected in All States.” Charlotte Lozier Institute, 26 July 2022, lozierinstitute.org/pro-life-laws-protect-mom-and-baby-pregnant-womens-lives-are-protected-in-all-states/.

Swift, Jayne. “Pro-Life and Pro-Woman? Republican Women and AntiAbortion Legislation.” Gender Policy Report, 20 July 2022, genderpolicyreport.umn.edu/pro-life-and-pro-woman-republican-women-and-antiabortion-legislation/.

Swinarski, Claire. “Why I’m a Pro-Life Feminist.” Vox, Vox, 22 Jan. 2016, www.vox.com/2016/1/22/10808062/pro-life-feminist.

Trumpy, Alexa, et al. Fighting for Life: Pro-Woman Framing in the Pro-Life Movement. 2011, etd.ohiolink.edu/acprod/odb_etd/ws/send_file/send?accession=osu1306280819&disposition=inline. Accessed 6 Mar. 2024.

Youman, Chelsey. “Pro-Life Is Pro-Woman.” Human Coalition, 8 Mar. 2021, www.humancoalition.org/2021/03/08/pro-life-is-pro-woman/. Accessed 5 Mar. 2024.

Thank you to Dr. Jan Osborn for your constant inspiration and support. 


	“Pro-Woman, Pro-Life”: Framing of the Anti-Abortion Movement
	Recommended Citation

	"Pro-Woman, Pro-Life" Poster

