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                                       By Jonathan Jauregui

                                       Rel 204

                                       Dr. Julye Bidmead

                                       

Introduction

As one of Mesopotamia's most intriguing demons, This poster explores Pazuzu's resonance in diverse musical traditions, from traditional 

folk tunes to avant-garde electronic compositions. By examining Pazuzu's imagery and symbolism within cultural contexts, we unravel the 

enduring significance of this ancient figure in shaping musical narratives and evoking emotional responses across cultures. This research 

offers insights into Pazuzu's profound impact on the global musical landscape, highlighting the universal fascination with ancient 

mythological themes and their enduring relevance in modern artistic endeavors.

Design and methods

I thoroughly explored Pazuzu's influence on music across various genres in the design and methods section. Drawing on my 

passion for diverse musical styles, I immersed myself in listening sessions spanning from Death Metal to mainstream bands like 

Gorillaz. Through attentive analysis, I identified intriguing manifestations of Pazuzu's imagery and themes within these musical 

landscapes. Specifically, I observed how Death and Black Metal genres intricately weave elements of Pazuzu into their 

compositions, evoking dark and chaotic atmospheres reflective of ancient Mesopotamian lore. Furthermore, I uncovered 

surprising instances of Pazuzu's presence in unexpected places, such as in the imagery of Gorillaz, demonstrating the widespread 

reach of this ancient demon's influence in contemporary music. My approach involved a meticulous examination of musical 

nuances and thematic elements to uncover the multifaceted manifestations of Pazuzu across diverse music

Results

Through analysis, Pazuzu's presence was identified across diverse music genres. In Metal, Pazuzu 

manifests through dark themes, aggressive instrumentation, and lyrical imagery, evoking chaos and 

malevolence. Examples include bands like Behemoth and Nile, which incorporate Pazuzu's symbolism 

in their music. Surprisingly, even mainstream acts like Gorillaz integrate elements of Pazuzu, albeit in 

subtler ways, reflecting the demon's widespread cultural influence. Overall, Pazuzu's presence in 

music is a conduit for exploring themes of darkness, rebellion, and ancient myth, resonating with 

audiences across diverse musical landscapes.

Conclusion

Pazuzu's presence in music transcends genres, offering a glimpse into the enduring allure of ancient myth in 

contemporary culture. From Death and Black Metal's dark realms to the eclectic sounds of mainstream acts 

like Gorillaz, Pazuzu's symbolism resonates across diverse musical landscapes. Through careful analysis, I 

have observed how Pazuzu's imagery and themes evoke emotions, from dread to curiosity. This study 

illuminates the universal fascination with ancient mythological figures, highlighting their ability to inspire 

creativity and imagination in modern artistic expressions. Further exploration of Pazuzu's influence in music 

promises to uncover new depths of meaning and creativity within the global musical landscape, enriching 

our understanding of the intersection between mythology and music.

Artists that Incorporate Pazuzu

•Behemoth

•Ennio Morricone

•Gorillaz

•Oranssi Pazuzu

•Tribe of Pazuzu

•Pazuzu

Who Is Pazuzu?

In Mesopotamian mythology, Pazuzu emerges as a powerful demon associated with the southwest wind, revered for his 

protective abilities against evil forces, notably the demoness Lamashtu. Pazuzu is typically depicted with a humanoid body, 

eagle wings, and the head of a lion or dog, symbolizing his formidable presence. In popular culture, Pazuzu gained 

prominence through his portrayal in "The Exorcist," where he possesses Regan MacNeil. This depiction and his ancient role 

as a protector underscores Pazuzu's complex nature as both an omen of chaos and a guardian deity in Mesopotamian lore.
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