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Factors in decision making of political candidates
Levi Ramirez Garcia 

Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California 

Introduction: It is important to analyze
this phenomenon because it has an effect
on politicism and in the daily life. It is
essential to understand which factors
impact on the decision making of the
candidates when they are deciding to
which office they are running for.
Analyzing the tendency and relationship
the office they can run for and the
partisan or non-partisan party they are
going with.
Results: There is no important
relationship between the office and the
decision of running non partisan over
partisan, however the data shows a small
relationship in being partisan if
candidates are running for the City
Council. There is a relationship that
suggests that with the past of the time the
candidates tend to be non-partisan.

Hypothesis: The type of office the candidates are
competing for will affect the decision to run a
partisan or non-partisan ticket in American local
elections.
Methodology: Logistic Regression
Data: Campaign Finance in Local Elections: An
Eleven City Study, 1989-2007
Variables:
• DV: PARTISANSHIP ( 0 or 1 )
• IV:
• OFFICE (categorical)
• ELECTIONTYPE (categorical)
• ELECYEAR (continuous)
• STATE (categorical)

Conclusion: There is no important relationship
between the office the candidate decided to run for
and the decision to run partisan or non-partisan.
Which means that it doesn’t matter which office the
candidates decide to run for, they can run for it
either representing a partisan or a non partisan, with
the exception of City Council that shows a that if
you are deciding to run for a City Member position
you should be partisan in order to have more
opportunities to win. For whatever office you decide
to run for you would have the same opportunities
being non-partisan or partisan, there is no significant
difference between both.
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