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METHODS & DATA FINDINGS & DISCUSSION

Methods: The following tests were used to assess the hypotheses: Hypothesis 1: COVID-19 Pandemic & Fear of Climate
frequency tables were used to report the count and percentage for all Change (Accepted)

variables; crosstabulations were run to find the correlation between
fear of climate change and partisanship and the correlation between In 2020 and 2021, fear ot climate change declined; during

gender, partisanship, and climate fear; a regression on race, this time the global COVID-19 pandemic occurred. Based

artisanship. and fear of climate change: a correlation between media . : : .
P b 5% W on Linville and Fischer’s “finite pool of worry” theory, it 1s

consumption and fear of climate change.

hypothesized that this decline in fear was rooted in the rise

Results: . .
of fear of contracting the COVID-19 virus.

Hypothesis 1:

Fear of Contracting the COVID-19 Virus (2020-2021)

I Hypothesis 2: Social Media Consumption & Fear of

\ | Climate Change (Rejected)
I I e Regardless of the amount of climate change content, those

who consumed social media at a higher rate still were
Hypothesis 2: exposed to more climate coverage than those who consumed

Table Interpretation: The table less social media. Therefore, those with higher social media

measures media consumption and exposure rates in 2020 and 2021 are far more likely to fear
Gubatwarmingand | climate fear. Those who consume social

climate change?

media more frequently are more likely to climate change and pollution than those with lower

be afraid of climate change. These results exXposures.
are statistically significant as the p-value
1s .000 which 1s less than .05.
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