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Friend or Foe?
Explaining the Growing Antagonism Towards Immigrants in the United States
Skyelar Andrews
Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California
Introduction to Research

Hypotheses:

Findings

This study analyzes the effect of time, age,
group threat, economic status, and party
affiliation on American fears of immigrants.

H1: As time passes from 2016-2021, fear of immigrants amongst the American citizenry increases.
H2: Older Americans are more likely to fear immigrants than younger Americans.
H3: Americans who perceive immigrants to be a threat to their group position in a particular geographic or
social boundary are more likely to fear immigrants than those who do not perceive immigrants to be a threat to
their group position.
•H3A: Americans are more likely to fear immigrants in locations with higher immigrant populations than lower
immigrant populations.
H4: Americans with a low economic status are more likely to fear immigrants than Americans with a high
economic status.
H5: Republicans are more likely to fear immigrants than Democrats.

H 1: Time Analysis
Fear of immigrants decreased from 2016-2021,
contrasting the predictions laid out in H1.
H 2: Age
While weak, thus indicating age is not a large
factor influencing fear of immigrants, the
correlation supports H2 highlighting how as
one gets older, one is more likely to fear
immigrants.

Table 1. Regression (H2-H5 Variables)
Coefficient
Independent Variable Beta

H 3: Group Threat
When people fear whites becoming a minority
in the US, they are more likely to fear
immigrants.
H3A: Mixed results supporting both
politicized places and contact theory.

Age
• Millennials are more tolerant of
immigrants based on diverse
backgrounds and greater interactions with
immigrants
Group Threat
• When dominant groups (native-born
Americans) perceive subordinate groups
(immigrants) as threatening, racial
prejudice arises as defense mechanism
– Threats in political, economic and
social arenas
• Politicized Places: Larger numbers of
immigrants & national salience of
immigration in the news results in greater
anti-immigrant sentiment

Age
Party Affiliation
Group Threat
Economic Status

-.054*** -.035
.059
.158*
.376*
-.113**

.281
-.074

Party Affiliation
• Anti-immigrant sentiments strongly
connected to far-right political parties
• Republicans see immigrants as a critical
threat to country
• Immigration views may influence party
affiliation rather than the reverse
relationship

23.5
23
22.5
22
21.5
21
20.5
20

2016
R Square for the model is .226
***p< .1
** p< .01
*p< .001

Table 2. Group Threat Theory (H3)
Fear of Immigrants
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

Fear of Whites No
Longer Being the
Majority in the US
.443
.000

Note: N = 1011 for fear of immigrants; N = 1035 for fear of whites no
longer being the majority in the US

Fear of Immigrants
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

Self-Assessed
Economic Status
-.139
.000

Note: N = 1011 for fear of immigrants; N = 741 for perceived individual
financial circumstances

Table 4. Party Affiliation (H5)
Fear of Immigrants
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

Party Affiliation
.248
.000

Note: N = 1011 for fear of immigrants and party affiliation

Table 5. Age (H2)
Fear of Immigrants
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

2018
Years

2021

Methodology

Table 3. Economic Status (H4)
Economic Status
• Americans without a college education,
blue collar workers, low wage, or
unemployed perceive immigrants to be
greater threat

Fear of Illegal Immigrants Over Time

Percent Afraid of Illegal
Immigrants

Immigration Over Time
• Increase in immigration policies focusing
on enforcement and deterrence à poses
immigrants as criminals
• Trump’s presidency espoused
xenophobia and nationalism
• The more nationalistic a country’s
government is, the more skeptical citizens
are of immigration

Age
-.125
.000

Note: N = 1011 for fear of immigrants; N = 1005 for Age

This research utilizes the Chapman Survey of American Fears,
Waves 3, 5, and 7. Utilizing frequencies, regressions, and
bivariate correlations, the research analyzes American fears of
immigrants and how fears are modulated by different factors. I
developed self-assessed economic status as an index by
combining two measures of economic wellbeing. Additionally,
the cross-wave analysis from 2016-2021 relies on fear of
illegal immigrants as a proxy for fear of immigrants due to
wave 3 and 5’s lack of questions regarding the broader
category.

Table Interpretations
•Table 1 highlights how group threat is the most influential
variable affecting American attitudes towards immigrants
•All variables are significant and thus correlated with fear of
immigrants except for age
•Table 2 indicates a positive strong correlation between
perception of threat to one’s group status and fear of
immigrants (r=.443).
•The negative, weak correlation (-.139) in Table 3 signifies that
those with low self-assessed economic status are more likely
to fear immigrants.
•Table 4 highlights that party affiliation is mildly correlated
(.248) to fear of immigrants, with Republicans more likely to
be afraid of immigrants
•Table 5 finds that those who are older are more likely to fear
immigrants based on the weak, negative correlation (-.125)

H4: Economic Status
For both self-assessed economic status and a
measure based on total annual income, lower
economic status makes one more likely to fear
immigrants.
H5: Party Affiliation
Republicans are more likely to fear immigrants

Conclusions
§Perception of group threat is a leading
cause of anti-immigrant sentiment
§ When Americans see themselves in
competition with immigrants à
xenophobic behavior to “fight back”
§Despite Trump’s anti-immigrant rhetoric
throughout his presidency, fear of
immigrants decreased from 2016-2021,
challenging theories about nationalism’s
influence
§After group threat, party affiliation and
economic status are the most influential
factors influencing fear of immigrants
§ These factors may converge with group
threat theory as people fear competition
in the economic and political realms
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