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Grossmann and Hopkins’ – Ideological Republicans and Group Interest Democrats 

“The Republican Party is best 
viewed as the agent of an 

ideological movement whose 
members are united by a 
common devotion to the 

principle of limited 
government.”

“In contrast, the Democratic 
Party is properly understood as 

a coalition of social groups 
whose interests are served by 
various forms of government 

activity.” 
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Hypotheses

H1: College Democrats 
will align more with 
Grossmann and Hopkins’ 
theory, while College 
Republicans will not

H2: College Republicans 
will be less focused on 
the principle of limited 
government and more 
focused on (1) promoting 
the Republican Party, (2) 
criticizing the 
Democratic Party, and (3) 
commenting on specific 
issues and topics

H3: The two groups will 
remain asymmetrical, 
albeit for slightly 
different reasons than 
those put forth by the 
theory in question
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A Look at the Literature

Collegiate Politics

▣ College Republicans and 
College Democrats have 
received little attention in 
the scholarly realm 

▣ College and Young 
Republicans have been the 
preferred subject of study 
(i.e., Kidder, 2016; Nokleby, 
2019) 

▣ An individual’s time in higher 
education is highly 
influential, especially in 
terms of political identity and 
engagement (i.e., Perrin and 
Gillus, 2019)

Political Socialization

▣ Scholars have written 
extensively on the concept 
of political socialization 

▣ An individual’s youth, 
particularly between the 
ages of 14 and 25, are 
incredibly influential (i.e., 
Niemi and Hepburn, 2010) 

▣ There is debate over the 
primary forces of political 
socialization, especially as it 
pertains to higher education

American Political Parties

▣ Original literature on 
American political parties 
suggests they have similar 
characteristics and are 
symmetrical 

▣ This style of thinking has 
been countered by scholars 
who claim each party has 
distinctive identities and 
characteristics (i.e., 
Grossmann and Hopkins, 
2015; Galvin, 2010)

▣ Few, if any at all, have applied 
this thinking to college 
political organizations 4



Methods

▣ Content analysis of College 
Republican and College 
Democrat social media 

○ Analyzing ten most 
recent substantive 
Instagram posts

▣ Examining both 
organizations at twenty 
total schools (controlled by 
region and public/private) 

▣ Limitations: 

○ Not all organizations 
have active Instagrams

○ Social media posts do 
not always reflect all 
views or beliefs of all 
members 

○ Coding is a 
semi-subjective 
process
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Coding Process
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▣ Includes advocacy for a specific issue, specifically one that includes "the principle of limited 
government"? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for a specific issue, specifically one that includes "forms of government 
activity" that serves a "social group"? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for or against a specific issue that does NOT include "the principle of 
limited government" or "forms of government activity" that serves a "social group"? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for or against a particular ideology? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for or against a particular political figure or candidate? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for or against a particular party? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for a particular "social group" or demographic? (Y/N)

▣ Includes advocacy for or against campus policies or politics? (Y/N)

▣ Other Comments: (open-ended)



Sample Schools
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▣ West: 
○ Chapman University; Stanford University; Arizona State University; 

University of California, Los Angeles; and University of California, 
Berkeley

▣ South: 
○ Baylor University; University of Florida; Auburn University; American 

University; and University of South Florida 

▣ Midwest: 
○ Ohio State University; Kansas State University; Purdue University; Butler 

University; and Michigan State University 

▣ Northeast: 
○ Penn State University; Villanova University; University of Connecticut; 

Boston College; and Temple University 



Includes advocacy for a specific issue, specifically one that includes “the principle of limited 
government.” (Y/N)

8

▣ Very few College Republican organizations shared posts promoting “the 
principle of limited government” 

○ When sharing such posts, the organizations often allude to broad notions 
of freedom and liberty, rather than specific issues that promote limited 
government  

○ In fact, many organizations promoted issues that increased the role of 
government (i.e., support for law enforcement and abortion restrictions) 

Organization Percent of Posts

College Republicans 14%

College Democrats 1.5%
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Includes advocacy for a specific issue, specifically one that includes “forms of government 
activity that serves a social group.” (Y/N)
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▣ While more College Democrat organizations promoted “forms of government 
activity that serve a social group” than College Republican organizations 
promoted “the principle of limited government,” the number is NOT substantial 

○ Nevertheless, common themes include advocacy for women, the Black 
community (especially after the murder of George Floyd), the LGBTQIA+ 
community, the working class, and others 

Organization Percent of Posts

College Republicans 0.5%

College Democrats 23%
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Includes advocacy for or against a specific issue that does NOT include “the principle of 
limited government” or “forms of government activity” that serves a “social group”  (Y/N)
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▣ Both organizations equally shared posts commenting on issues outside the 
scope of the theory in question

○ College Republicans: Examples include commenting on the 2020 election 
and immigration issues under Joe Biden

○ College Democrats: Examples include commenting the impeachment of 
Donald Trump and academic freedom violations 

Organization Percent of Posts

College Republicans 56%

College Democrats 58.5%
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Conclusions and Looking Ahead
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▣ Preliminary findings suggest neither College Republicans nor College Democrats fit 
directly within Grossmann and Hopkin’s theory 

○ However, initial findings showcase the asymmetrical nature of the two major 
American political parties and, thus, confirm part of the Grossmann and 
Hopkins theory 

▣ Looking ahead, further research should… 

○ Build upon this content analysis with other research techniques (i.e., surveys or 
interviews with students) to garner a more holistic understanding of these 
organizations

○ Analyze a larger and more randomized sample to obtain more representative 
and generalizable findings 

○ Examine the specific techniques employed by both organizations to share and 
promote their respective beliefs 



Thank You! 
I welcome your questions and feedback as I 
continue to develop and refine this project. 
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