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RAY BRADBURY

10265 Cheviot Drive

Los Angeles 64, California

August 15,1967
Dear Henri:

I have read your article several times now and feel
that while it is good, it is too general in most ways,
Also, it suffers from the fact that many of your
arguments have been talked about a great deal, in
many articles, during the last few years. The subject
of critics has been over-exposed.

This is not to say they shouldn't be exposed again!

I feel as you do. But, the points you make, about

the frustrated uncreative critic, are very familiar now.
This is unfortunate, but true,

Finally, your plea for rebuttals by the performer

plus one other, has also had some exposure, here and
there. And, ironically, the average reader would only
say,"Oh, the musician, well, he's protecting himself with
his rebuttal! why should I read what he has to say?!"
Never realizing that the same thing should apply to

the critic, But there you are. Unfair? Yes.

In the aggregate, I feel you are in somewhat the same

position I found myself in a few vears ago. I had done

few articles. I had published hundreds of stories, and

had yet to learn ways of dramatizing my ideas on paper

in article form., I am still learning. I have published

only 6 articles in 26 years of writing., But, in sum,

I feel your article might one day, if you felt the necessity,

be done over, perhaps from scratch, to include more

definite cases, insights, etc, etc. In any event, it

is almost a lost cause, isn't it? For immediately some

people will say "Temianka?MObviously he has a thin skin!"

Perhaps the best answer is silence. I have had to put

up with similar Dumbhead critics in the literary columns,

If you disagree with any of the above, have at me!

If you feel your longer article makes the points better,

send it over! I am rather inclined, however, to advise you

to play away at the{sdedim, and have your Underwood tuned, later,
STRADIVARIUS!

With much affection,

Yours, P, S. THAN HS FG‘(
B LETTING M& REPD A FABLe
ALse! BesT! R,
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