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[[Nick Dante 3/24/16]]

[[Bell Correspondence #1]]
[[Page 1- Envelope-Front]]
[[image- purple three cents U.S. postage stamp]]

[[image- black circle stamp: LORAIN, OHIO 1943
JUL1 8*PM]]

Pvt. John P. Bell
78 Sig. Co. A.P.O. 78

Camp Butner,
N.C.
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Mrs. J. P. Bell
345 W. River St.
Elyria, O.



[[Page 3- Letter]]
[[Letterhead- American Flag Shield]]
July 1,

Darling Sweetheart,

Well it’s July already. And it’s
darn chilly. I had to wear a coat to
work this morning. First time in
ages. We are going to have Monday
the 5 off. So I shall have two
days in a row off. Gosh that sure
will seem swell. I’d like to get
my house cleaned up, but I
suppose [ won’t.

Say, Honey, did you ever get that
little thing I sent you? The one
that had “you are always in my heart.”
I know you didn’t mention it and
I was just wondering if you really
got it.

I enjoyed my self very much
yesterday at Bill + Dolly’s. We had
home baked lima beans for supper and
chocolate cake. It was all very good.
And then when Dolly put Ricky to
bed the fun began. He cried for 1 hour
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straight. Until finally Dolly had to go and
pick him up and rock him to sleep. If
I ever start that with our kids you
give me a good swift kick in the a--.
I’'m going to put them to bed at 7 O’Clock
and they are going to stay there till the
next morning. Won’t I be cruel to
our children though? All three of them
Cynthia, Jeffrey + Wolf. I suppose we
will spoil Wolf because he’ll be the
baby. But we will try not to,
huh, Sweetie?

Gosh, Honey, we have such wonderful
dreams for the future and it won’t be
too long before they will come true. The
sooner the better. Baby I’'m so anxious
to see you. I can hardly wait for you
to come home. What do they do, go
in alphabetical order or what? Gosh
I hope you can tell me real soon so
we can plan a lot of things out. I know
one thing we are not going to do. We aren’t
going to spend every evening visiting
people. like we did the last week
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you were home. We are just going to
enjoy each others company. We’ll just
stop in a see every one for a few minutes
but no all evening visit. Don’t you
think that’s a good way? In that way
we can usually enjoy ourselves, and
Baby, we sure are, We are going to
pack so much into those five days.
You are such a dear, sweet husband
to have that I want you all to
my self. I’ll be jealous of every
minute that you are away from
me. So we’ll make them very few.
Darling, I love you so much that
every beat of my heart seems to say
Jack, Jack, Jack. You are so much a part
of me that [ always feel as though
you are close to me. And you are so
constantly in my mind that I always
imagine if [ think hard enough of
you the thought will carry down
to North Carolina and your thoughts
will be of me. Do you ever think
of me that way? Oh, baby dear
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you are my very life and joy. When ever
I even think about you I get happy.
You are such a happy little thought.
I can always imagine standing in front
of my looking down at me and smiling
in your own sweet way. Or the way
you’d light a cigarette and the smoke
would come into your eyes and you
would kind of cock your head to
one side and half close your eyes.
Do you still do that? I always like
to remember all the cute little things
about you.
Well, Baby, I’ve come to the end
of the line so I guess I’ll say so long
to the dearest, sweetest, soldier in
the while U.S. Army.
Lots of hugs + Kisses.
Your own,
Fink.
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