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Keywords

Henri Temianka, Cecil Bonvalot, August 19, 1987, camaraderie, virtuosity in musical performance, culture,
violinist, violin, chamber music, Antonin Dvorak, Henryk Wieniawski, Dudley Moore, television, soloist,
Vladimir Ashkenazy, recreation and entertainment, piano, pianist, Andre Previn, concerto, William
Primrose, concert tour

This letter is available at Chapman University Digital Commons: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
temianka_correspondence/218


https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/temianka_correspondence/218
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/temianka_correspondence/218

Rerl ‘”\-DV”;“’(\ "’"&1}(‘
,mﬂ ml?‘/)ff CEC}l &”VAMr

LA ROCHELLE
6 MILADI FARM ESTATE
LONGUEVILLE
JERSEY
CHANNEL ISLANDS
Tel: 21682 -

19th. Aug.q 1987
My dear Henri,

I returned home on Monday after nearly a month's
stay in a rest-home for the old, aged-and decrepit, to find
your letter awaiting me. I may be o0ld but not yet decrepit!

No, but seriously it was with great pleasure
that I received it, although after what Sidney had written me.
Do you remember the first of our meetings when you came to my
house (2 Perceval Avenue in Belsize Oark, to hear your reco@d-
ing of the Wieniawski you made with "Timber" Wood. It must
be over fifty years ago.

You may have noted that "My dear Henri" and the date on
the head of this letter is not the same type. Explanation,
faibly recently I bought a Sharp Electronic with Accents &
all kinds of extras, but the trouble is the "typist", and I
have'nt mastered it, and keep mistakes/making, so finallly af-
ter ruining three sheets of paper, I went back to my old one!

Sensibfly you don't rely on these machines .
I also knew you were 80 as I saw it iin the "Overture".
Dudley Moore has been a bit of a surprise, and he's in the top
grade. I remember him when he started on TV and I must say
his facility and talent azmazed me. 1 would like to know
what is your candid opinion. I suppose it is a case of too
muchg? talent and aptitude and not the patience.

Did you by any chance hear Ashkenazy play André Previn
specially written piano concerto with specially difficult
parts in it, ond how he made light of everything and mastereé
the difficulties from memory !

I should of course love to receive a re-issued (prefer-
ably Cassetts) ofanything of yours, if it's not too much
bother. I remember your long bout with the Paganini Quartet,
end also you played with Bill Primrose. Alss, so many of my
conetmporarics have gome. I have one son Antony who is still
Professor of Music at Stony Brook (State Univ.N.Y.) and due
to retire soof - he's 69. I have one daughter in law (who was
my niece) who lives i n Seaton with her fourth husband (73)
and she is 66 next month, Ihave also one cousin on my Fren ch
side with whom I still correspond. She's about 84, and that
is all. So ycu see, what worries me is how and what to dis-
pose of, and I have a house full of things,

You are wonderful with all the activities, writing, teac-



hing, concerts and I expecte you still conduct too, in
fact you act like a twenty years younger!

Althocugh I have something like 7700 books in this
small bungalow, I never have read "Facing the Muszc"
and I 'm sorry it does not grace my shelves, so if you
have a copy to spare I would be most interested to
read 1it,

Indeed I join my best wishes and warm memories
to one of my first celebrities, and in memory of that
promen-de concert and the days when Tmmmy Beecham i n
asking your neme excllaimed on the spur on the moment,

"Oh, you should be czslled "TAMSHANTA"™ !!

Bet you have'nt heard that one for a long time
Henri.

Yours always
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