B C HAPMA N Chapman University Digital
AN UNIVERSITY Commons

Jack P. Bell Second World War correspondence CAWL Archives: Second World War

3-26-1943

1943-03-26, Evabel to Jack

Evabel Bell

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection

Recommended Citation

Bell, Evabel, "1943-03-26, Evabel to Jack" (1943). Jack P. Bell Second World War correspondence. 122.
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection/122

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the CAWL Archives: Second World War at Chapman
University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Jack P. Bell Second World War correspondence
by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
laughtin@chapman.edu.


https://www.chapman.edu/
https://www.chapman.edu/
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wla-ww2
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fbell_collection%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection/122?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fbell_collection%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:laughtin@chapman.edu

Subject Terms

Jack P. Bell; Evabel Bell; March 26, 1943; United States; World War 1939 1945 United States. Regimental
histories Army. 78th Signal Company; Elyria (Ohio) - History - 20th Century; World War 1939 1945 United
States. Regimental histories Army. 78th Infantry Division; Women - History - 20th Century; World War,
1939 1945 - Women; War and civilization - History - 20th century. United States; Nineteen Forties; World
War 1939 1945 United States. Women. Industry; World War 1939 1945 United States. Personal Narratives;
World War 1939 1945 United States. Camp Butner (N.C.);

Keywords

U.S.A,; U.S. Soldiers; correspondence; Infantry; Elyria, Ohio; army; troops; signal corps; postal service;
postal stamp; training; women at home; marriage; romance; love; wife; husband; Camp Butner, N.C.;
comradery; telephone; loneliness; assignment; California; Texas; recreation and entertainment; leisure;
celebration; gifts; clothing; food; health and sickness; children; automobile; money; funds; employment;
quarantine; education; post-war hopes; savings bond; feminism;

Identifier
2014.160.w.r_Bell_worldwartwo_1943-03-26_008

Copyright

The Center for American War Letters Archives promotes open access to its collections for “private study,
scholarship, or research” subject to the intellectual property rights of others. Chapman University may not
hold copyright or intellectual property rights to all items in the collections, and contents may be subject to
restricted access or use. As a condition of accessing and using material from the Archives, you agree that
you are responsible for obtaining all required consents of any copyright holder and to indemnify and hold
the University harmless from and against any and all claims, losses, liabilities, and expenses, including
reasonable attorney fees, that may arise from any third party claims for copyright infringement, torts, or
invasion of publicity or privacy rights. You further acknowledge and agree that photocopies or other
reproductions may only be made with the University’s prior approval. Requests will be considered on a
case by case basis and approval will be in the University’s sole discretion.

This letter is available at Chapman University Digital Commons: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
bell_collection/122


https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection/122
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/bell_collection/122







9 _ e DG, [T S

2l I feu L
47/9'/9&/,4/0&,(; ; Mﬁw”ﬁ’%"“%m




-y
PEGLT ¢
gt %

- J 2 g
%ﬂ, %M,W%W 1"“4‘4
maﬂm, g i o
W




s 07"[“7‘4‘7//3) -t ¥, gfzm/lfofj e
WM W V‘M;u:/ ? \b"’“— J & ' L Lye,
A porgptta oo, Theg dit'f Mhuse 7
/Ze/u, contild atout |2 30 7va GreearLic &/,




/7@ Cell A / /7 pa
ot e ﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘ I o e
A ,? W LS

X, ‘
Sl e ot D calok oy Bl
‘V%%;éj/ 7 ‘ %%’@Mfmw%
Ao e aged. o jo = ”744? / e
iy ot

ez -
& fm/ oA i ey
el iy
ge Lyt i ALYy da




| T
el Ol eralotnt 9ot UL o
Wt o 7% O Attt Lo X:Zz?m,
b A i, @ rneeled L%/ -/Z(‘ Lre, .
PO =
[0:30, o oo gatoleos au plagesc
bugptitlor Crme. oot Melli, by o it
g Dot
Srea., O Leask v, thoas sve all Al Hily




IR e, TR
/
9//7% Z{ZJ sy feet g A clay.
/%23 /4 I ey
M?’VW \SQ @72%
W&MMW J&@MM
7@{«7? MM@/‘MM@M

M? % e 7o e JVL%&%
“ Aay olornd
/@M}f:&?ﬁbj%%%% e
o A Ly,

< %,475

| W d/pu( Vo

%/WW’JLUW%M@WZQWAW




i
onbey 35 rmileafrim v P SOSN/ P
Zfﬂ«W ol opn 2l aboet o Cougo,
Heer, QUpro in Do vl Aeld M_Z:WZZ
i 2 pha = R pper D poporede 15
/Lf’:z prdj@«/’ﬁ%/ﬁ)gp et / f/”"‘y
I by o ey Aot o i eaii,
fm/ K /&“7” z J’%/I«%Mﬂ— IS /ffféiuw
i nrno /0 Hdagpo, 5
%”é() M'd, %Q/WW %

- eplewdti L

\:QZT’D{T :;J(}«w . ‘/%/,,ZZ’? ﬂé%w/f a7 M/ b A \Q /M
Oty s, ot J oo o, o rtnggmised,
Lom rtehig appl e, edrut o
A D sl //&/5 ppien Netod 53 et gul.







[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]

[[Bell Correspondence #8]]
[[Page 1- Envelope - Front]]
[[image- purple three cents U.S. postage stamp]]
[[image- black circle stamp: ELYRIA, OHIO 1943
MAR 27 13°PM]]

Pvt. John P. Bell
78" Signal Co. 78" Div
Camp Butner,
N. C.

AP.O.78



[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]

[[Page 2 - Envelope - Back]]

Mrs Jack Bell
345 W. River St
Elyria, O.



[[Page 3 — Letter]]
Mar 26, 1943.

Darling,

Well, I finally got your little
card, after every one else told me where
you were. Gosh, Honey, you’d think
you would let me know before any
else where you were. I even got a
card from Genievieve saying you
were in Camp Butner before I heard
from you and Bill and Dolly even
got a card before I did. After all if
you got there Sun. you could have
let me know before Friday. I nearly
went crazy until I heard where you
were. Of course you told me you
weren’t going to write every day, but |

didn’t think you would write every else before

you’d write to me. But if that’s the way

it’s going to be, I suppose I’1l have to just

take. Of course, I shall write my measly
little letters every day, just as if I
were hearing from you as often. 'm

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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sorry I sound so sarcastic, but how would
you feel if every one knew where I was
but you, if the situation were vice-verse
and then almost a whole week gone past
before any word of my husband. I thought
for sure you must have gone to Calif. or
Texas or some place real far. And here
you were only about 650 miles away. Why
didn’t you wire me, at least? I looked
for a phone call every night, but I suppose
you couldn’t get to a phon. So that’s
excusable.

Well, enough of that, I really and truly
love you very much even if you don’t think of
me as much as [ di of you.

Well, Wed. night right after I finished
your letter, I was sitting there almost
ready to go to sleep when I heard a
knock at the door. [ went to see who

it was but [ couldn’t see any one so
I opened the door and there squatting

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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were all my girl friends and they yelled
“Surprise!” I was so surprised you
could have knocked me over with
a feather. Lena made the party
and there was, Edith Fitts, Jean Gibson,
Florence, Emma (Lena’s friend’s) Ida, Dolly
+ Lena + me. we played bingo and
we had a swell time. I got some real
nice gifts. I got a beautiful satin slip,
two aprons, a box of powder, a pin,
a bottle of apple blossom cologne, a box of
stationary, and a box of French soap.
And you should have seen the beautiful
birthday cake. It was a big huge one with
flowers all over it and in the center it
said “Happy Birthday, Evabel.” Now
wasn’t that nice? Here I thought every one
had forgotten about me. They didn’t leave
here until about 12:30 or a quarter to 1.

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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4.

And then Thurs. when I got home Dolly called
me up and she said she thought the baby
had the measles and so she would have
to call the club meeting off. So all the
girls called and said they didn’t want
it postponed again and each one offered
their house. So I called up Dolly and t
old her and she said she would rather
use my house. So she came over with
all the food. In the meantime I had
to hurry up and clean up my place
which was messed up from the night
before, Get dressed + eat before they
got here. So [ was so busy I didn’t get
a chance to write to you, but I shall
make up for it in this letter. Any way
after the girls got here, Dolly had to
go after her sister Esther (who was to
be a guest) and she was gone about 45 min.
We got kind of worried we couldn’t figure

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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5.
Out what would take her so long when all
of the sudden the phone rings. Dolly
was stuck out on Furnace St. Her
horn had let loose and her car stalled
and she couldn’t get it started. So there
she sat on Furnace St in a stalled car with
the horn going like mad. Well any way
I went out there I didn’t know what good
I would do. She called George Barres
and he came and brought a new battery
and disconnected her horn. Any way by
the time our meeting got started it was
10:30. So we sat down and played
Dominos and I won first prize and
then we took pictures. I think these
ought to come out better than the other
ones. At least in these we all held still.
Well the girls didn’t leave until about
1:15. So to-night I’'m going to sleep
good and early. And I hope no one
disturbs me.

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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Well, Sweetie, I got my first pay to-day.
I got $19.23. That’s for 5 days and after
taking out $5 worth of bonds, S.S., V. Tax
and all the other crap. So I don’t think
that is too bad. It sure is a thrill
to get money that you really earned
yourself. You know it was nice
when you brought the money home
but I really didn’t have to work for
it (not actually) But this is my very
own doing. On my own. If you run
out of money before your pay day don’t hesitate
to ask me for it. I’ll send you as much
as you want.

I got my picture badge yesterday, Boy
I sure do look like a gangsters moll. He
told me to stick my ace closer to the camara
and that’s just what I did. And it looks it too.

Gosh, Honey, isn’t it wonderful that
you got at Camp Butner? Just imagine
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only 33 miles from Henderson. I’ll bet
your tickled. Tell me all about the camp.
Is it a nice camp? I understand it’s quite
new. How in the world did you ever
get into the Signal Corps? Tell me what
it’s all about. What are you supposed to
do? Do you have to go to school very
long for it? I hope you like it.

Why do they keep you in quarintine
for 21 days? I thought most places
it was only 10 days.

Well, Sweetheart, I hope you don’t
get tired reading all this nonsense but
I thought perhaps you might be
interested.

I love you, my dearest one, and I shouldn’t
say this, but I miss you so very much.
I’m always wishing you were close to me
so I could feel your lips on mine and
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have your nice warm body next to my
usually cold one. I just want your
arms about me and your face close to
mine. When you come home I’m never
going to let go of you. Oh sweetheart what
a time we shall have when this is
all over and the lights come on again all
over the world.
All my love+ kisses.
your own
Fink

P.S. Everyone sends their very best regards.
Jean, Edith, Lena, Ida, Gibby, Ralph, Skinny,
Viola, Barb and of course me.

[[Nick Dante 6/15/16]]
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