Chapman University

Chapman University Digital Commons

William Vasos Second World War

Correspondence Collection CAWL Archives: Second World War

1-1-1945

1945, Unknown

Unknown

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection

Recommended Citation
Unknown, "1945, Unknown" (1945). William Vasos Second World War Correspondence Collection. 66.
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection/66

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the CAWL Archives: Second World War at Chapman
University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in William Vasos Second World War Correspondence
Collection by an authorized administrator of Chapman University Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact laughtin@chapman.edu.


https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wla-ww2
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fwvasos_collection%2F66&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection/66?utm_source=digitalcommons.chapman.edu%2Fwvasos_collection%2F66&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:laughtin@chapman.edu

1945, Unknown

Keywords

U.S.A., U.S. Soldiers, typed letter, government, patriotism, civilian, humor, recreation and entertainment,
leisure, health and sickness, money, funds, alcohol, Australia, Pittsburgh, PA, Philadelphia, PA: rank,
trenches, combat, explosives, Japanese soldiers, racial stereotypes, racial slurs, hospital, medical
personnel

Identifier
2015.123.w.r._Vasos_worldwartwo_missing-missing-missing_028.pdf

Comments
The exact date of this letter is unknown; it was written between 1945-1947.

This letter is available at Chapman University Digital Commons: https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/
wvasos_collection/66


https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection/66
https://digitalcommons.chapman.edu/wvasos_collection/66

Noxt time the call comes to make the world safc for Dcmocracy. I'n
taking a crack at the Navy, As you know, I was a victim of Class "A",
The noxt time, I want to be in Class "B"----B there when they go and B
there when they come back.

I rcmember when I was registering. I.went to the desk, and
ny milkman was in charge. He said, "What's your name?" So I told him,
"pugust Childs", He said, "Arc you an Alien?" I replied, "No, I fell
fine", Then he said, "When did you first sec the light of dey?" I daid,
"Then I moved to Philadelphia from Pittsburgh"., He said,"The first
of September you'll be in Australia, and that will be the last of August.

A veterinarin started to examine me., He asked,"If I ever
had the measles, small pox, or St, Vitus dance, and if I took fits",
I said,"No, only when I stay in a saloon too long". Then he said,"Can
you see all right?" I said,"Sure, but I'll be cockeyed tonight if I
Pass", Then he listened to my chest and he said,"I think you have a
wart someplace", I said,"Wart, my neck, that's my button in your ear",
The doctor said he had examined 140,000 men and that I was the most
perfect physical wreck that he had examined, Then he handed me a card---
Class "A",

Then I went off to a camp, and I guess they didn't think I'd
live long. The first fellow wrote on my card,"Flying Corps". I went
a little further and a guy said, "Look what the winds blowing in"., I
said, "Wind nothing, the draft's doing it", On the second morning,
they put these clothes on me., What an outfit. As soon as you are in
it you think that you can lick anybody. They have two sizes; Too larse
and Too small, The pants are too tight, I can't sit down. The shces
are so big I turn around three times and they don't move. And what a
raincoat they gave me, It strained the rain, I passed an Officer all
drecssed up with a fancy belt and all stuff. He said, calling after me
"Don't you notice what I have on?" I said, "Yes, but what are you kicking
about, look what they gave me",

I landed in camp with {75.,00---in 10 minutes I was broke.
I never saw so many 3's and 12's on a pair of dice. No matter what I
did I went broke, Something went wrong even in cards. One time I got
five aces and I was afraid to bet. A good thing I didn't, the fellow
next to me had six kings, Finally I said, "This is a crooked poker
game", The fellow next to me said, "We're playing pinochle, not poker",
Everything was crazy., If you were a livery hand you were put in the lied~
ical Department, If you are a watchman they made you the Officer of the
Day. I saw a guy with a wooden leg and I asked him "What he was doing
in the Army?" He said, " I'm going to mash the potatoes", Oh, it was
nice, five below zero one morning and they called us out for underwear
inspection, You talk about scenery--red flannels, BVD's of all kinds.
The union suit I had on would fit Tony Galento. The Lt, lined us up
and told me to stand up, I said, "I'm up=~this underwear makes you think
I'm sitting down", He got so mad that he put me to digging ditches,
A little while later he passed and said, "Don't throw that dirt up
there", I said, "Where are you going to throw it?" He said, "Dig a-
nother hole to put it in.



By that time I was pretty mad at myself, so another boy named
Jones and nyself drank a quart of whiskey. Finally Jones acted so
funny, I ran to the doctor and told him, "Jones was going blind": He
asked ne "what we were doing", and I told him, So he asked me, "If
Jones saw pink elephants, I said, "No, that's the trouble, they're
there and he doesn't sce them',

Three days later we sailed for Australia. Marching down the
pier, I had some more bad luck. I had a Sergeant who stuttered and it
took hin so long to say "HALT", that twenty=six of us marched overboard.
They pulled us up and the Captain came along and said, "Fall In", I re-
plied, "I have just been in"., I was on the boat twelve days, scasick all
the time, Nothing going down, everything coming up. I lcaned over the
rail all the time. In the middle of one of my best leans the Captain
rushed up and said, "What Company are you in"? I said, "I'm all by ny-
selfy He asked me if the Brigadier was up yet"? I said, "If I swallowed
it, it's up". Talk about dumb people. I said to one of the fellows,

"I guess we dropped the anchor", He saig, "I know they'd lost it, it's
been hanging out ever since we left New York", We had a lifeboat drill and
when the boat was being lowered over the side of the ship, it spilled

some men into the water, Only the 2nd Lt. and I were left in the boat.

The Lt, gave orders to pull the men out of the water by the hair of

their heads, I was struggling with the men when one fellow with a

bald head yelled, "Pull me out". I said, "Go dovm and come up the right
way".

Well, we landed in Australia and were immediately sent to the
trenches, After two nights in the trenches, all thc cannon started to
roar and the shells started to fall., I started shaking with Patriotism.
I tried to hide behind a trec but there weren't cnough trecs for the
Officers. The Captain came around and said, "Five O'Clock we go over the
top", I said, "I'd like to go on a furlough". Hc asked, "Haven'!t you
any red blood in you"t I answered, "Yes, but I don't want to sce it".

He said, "Wherc do you want to go"? I said, "Any where it's warn". He
told me where to go. Five 0'Clock and we went over the top. 10,000 Japs
camc at us. They all looked at me as though I had started the "ar., Our
Captain yclled, "Firc at Will", but I didn't know any of their names. 18
guoss the fellow behind me fired his gun thinking I was Will,. He shot

me in the excitement. On ny way to the Hospital, I asked a fellow, "Where
they were taking ne", He said, "Yor're going to the morgue". I said,
"There's some mistake, I'm not dead". "Lie down", he replied, "Do you
want to make a fool cut of the doctor®'? Finally a pretty Nurse comes in
and said, "Move over"--Oh? that's another story.

Yes sir the next time the call comes to make the Vorld safe
for Democracy, I'm taking a crack at the Navy.

So goes thc story of "The Bewildered Soldier".
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