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THE PRAIRIF DIVISION
By William Lewis.Judy.
A1l rights reserved except vhere credit is given.

The Thirty=-third Division has a nick-ndﬁe,'a distinguishing
insignia, and a rattling reputation. <

In the States they cdalled us the "Prairie Division". Over
here we are the "Yellow @ross Division". hen we shall shake hands
again with the Goddess of Liberty-and smell “again~that familiar
smell of the Chicago Stock Yards, we shall once more be the
tprajrie Division'. >

Now, who are we, anyhow? VWell, wve fought with the bloomin’
British on the plains of Plcardy in Northern France "in July and
August, 1918, and when the decoratiocns were handed out on that
bright summer's day on the green behind thie o0ld chateau at ‘Molliens
~-au-Bols, King George himself was there to pin the medals on the
breasts of the Illinois boys.

fle fought side by side with the Tommies,= good pals they
were, = and with the Americans of the British Empire = thcse
fighters after our own hearts - the Aussies =~ I mean the Aystral-
jans, the daredevils of a rough and ready Empire. They it was
who paid us the biggest compliment ever given a ¥ank crowd over
nere, The whole world now knows the famous phrase and 1711 tell
you how it came about. The Aussies celebrated the Fourth of <uly
with us at Hamel vhen we went over the top together up near Albert
and after it was all over, they took us by the hand and said:
"vou'll do us, digger, but you fellowe are damned ‘rough" . Here,
too, took place an event that shall be forever glorious in the-”
annals of England and America,=-here for the first time in History
the soldiers of the two mighty nations fought side by side In =
common cause, and this event shall gréw more glorisus and mor®
sacred in years to come ‘when these two mighty nations lcolt bacl
to it as the first symbol of the new and greater unicn hHotween
them., :

i -

We fought with the Prench and now We are to get £y Crei
de Guerre. The King of Belglum heard about us and is sedding us
eight of his medals, The Congress of the United States gave us
seven Medals of Honor. They have given forty-eight tco the vhele”
A.E.F. and the Prairie Division is wearing one-seventi of the tofal.
Pretty good, eh? The big safe at Division Headquarters id aan Leo
small for it is crammed with DS.0's., from sur own G.H.Gs - 218
nhundred and ten to date, to be exact - and more of them on tholr eYy

X

We have a lot of doughboys like Corporal Paul Heobschied of
the 131st Infantry. He's wearing a D.S5.0. because up at Chipilly
Ridge he laughed at the Boché Snipers, madé a dash «l them, ~- his
way stopped at a German dug=out, rapped on the door with & fes
hand grenades, and single handed chesed out thirty Germans yelling
txamerad", and brought them back as prisoners. :

~ Then there is Corporal Jake Allex, another of Joe Sanborn 8
boys, Jake and his squad charged a machine gun nest and hiriselfl
stuck the bayonet into five Germans, The fifth -oche 7as toughs
a-d the corporal's bayonet broke off inside of hin. But Jalke zave
him the butt of the rifle, sent cne nore German to Kingdem <orie,
and ca?tured the remainder of the crew. In the Prairie Divigion,
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Now t vume to the grand old man o Yem a1l - Colonel Joe of
the 131, of the Dandy First »f the 01d ¥llinois National Guard.
He's sixty-three, but likes 2a fighting sprece. Out in the front he
wont at Gressaire Wood, and lcd his men over the top, across No |
Man's land, and on the run, took a nill that the Germans sald they d
hold forever. They're still therc holding the hill, but hiding under
the ground and some wooden crosses. lWell, the Coloncl had his stcel
hel knocked off by the burst of a shell, but say = have you sccn
him on dress parade? There's a Distinguished Service Order vhich
the King of England gave him and I think he's the only émericen
officer wecaring one of 'em, There's our own D.S5.C, - he's got that,
of course, And there's a Belgium medal too that is his pride.

Ask a Boche wherc he had the hottest time of his 1life and
ne'1l tell you at Consenvoye Bridge, when, Colconel Allcn 8 engin-
cers in thc lead, the Prairie Division chasc him out of the Bois
dd Forges, held by the enemy for four years with the boast of the
Boche that it could never be captured = especially by Americense.

le have fought everywhere in the A.E.F. Wl Have becen with
thc British, with the Froneh, with the PFrench Colonials, and with
our ovm troops. There arc threc American Armies - First, Second
and Third - and we've been in 2ll of 'em. Therc arc nine Americen
Corps, and we have been in a1l of them except the Fipst and Eighth.
we've got the record in this rogard.

our troops have camped along t+he North sea, on the Somme ,

on the Mcuse, and on the Moselle. They have passed through Chareau=
Thierry; they have bivouaced in Germany; they have rosted in the
shadow of the Amiens Cathedrali; they have marched through the shell
torn streets of Verdun; and now they are mintcering in Dfekirch, -~
that famous resort of the Gpeand Diehy of Tuxcémbourgs From Texas to
Deutschland we have travcled and @ now we know $1¢'s true when thoy
say - "Join the Army and sec the Horld" .

What Division captured more prisoners and more guns, and
advanced more kilometers than any sther Division except thrce or
four? The Prairie Division.

What Division captured 1436 prisoners in on¢ day? The Prairie
Division- ?

What Division has 2 Genercl wearing & wound chevron? The
Prairie Division.

That Division was onc of the five Amcrican Divisions rated
by the German High Command as fipst-clags? The Prairie Divisien.

fhat Division Commander was praiscd by G.H.Q. because the
norses of his Division and the carc of thom "stood as a perfect
model of the standards that ought to exist in these matters
throughout the Army?" The Prairie Division.

our Division colors arc yellow and black; fast coclors, guar-
anteed not to run. The design is a yellow croSs on a black
circular background tvo inched in dlamcter. Yellow is an unusuel
color for a fighting crowd, but in far-away Texas, when we mark-
ed our equipment for over-scas, Coloncl Gardenshire had only
yellow paint, and that is vhy we have used yellow. It's a gocod
color. It is distinguishing color of the cavalry and,
Phillipines, the Yellow Cross on Govermment property terrified
the superstitious natives and kept them from gtealing it. Over
nere it had the same effect on the Boche,

We are proud of the ¥ellow Cross and pPoud of the fighter
whe has been our leader from the day the Division was erganized
Ma jor General George Bell, Jr., knewn by all the rank and file of
the Regulars as "Do it Now" Bell.




when the French officially took posscssion of the city of
Metz, the Capital of Lorraine, on the 8th of October, 1918, Bring-
ing to pass their dream of half a century, the troops selected from
the entire A.E.Fe¢ to represent the United States in the grand
parade before the President of the French Republie, before Premier
Clemenceau, Marshal Foch, Marshal Petain, Ficld larshal Sir Douglas
Haig and our own @xyxxmxzErx Gencral Pershing, were monc other than
a bunch of Chicago Lads, the battle scarred dcughboys cf the 131st
Infantry, who had carried thoe Yellow Cross to Victory every time
they"hopped the bags" They lcd the procession at Metz and the
Governor General of Lorraine said that their apoearancc and conduct
merited the highest praise.

The boast of the Thirty-third ig thatit never lost & fight,
tha+ it never received an order in battle which it did not carry
out, and that an objective was ncver given to it that it did not
take from the enemy on scheduled time., It is more than a boast -
1% is cold truth recorded in thc books of the German armies as wcll
2s in the records of our own G.H.Q.

We came to France with a great reputation to uphold and high
standards to maintain, for we arc the Prairie Division; we hail
from the fields of Illinois, out where the prairies begin thelr
stretch, out where the East joins the West, and the best of the
two is kept. Behind us are the traditions and glories of 2 great
state, 2 State vhich in that other great was - the greatest wasp
until its time - gave to the nation its groat Ycader in the "hite
House - Abraham Lincoln, and its great leader on the field of
battle = Ulysses S, Grant,

§e have fought as worthy sens of weriay gires. €S
st From our long journey strong men aad neble, victce

mr~1e, because in the hottest of the battie; In. dhe-.Li
af the bravest, we fought as only Americans can fight.
march down Michigan Boulevard, victors and glad, yet with a Bt
of shadow in our faces, for we arc not forgetful of our brave
comrads who went away with us and with us did not return, ‘becausc
on the sacred soil of Frence they fcll fighting beavely fer iiieir
flag and honor of their Division, and ferever meore they rest on
the field where their fame was wén - in the shades ¢f the ferrests
of the Argonne and by the banks of the Somme .
They did not die in valn, neither havé we fought in vain wic
fought by their side as they fell. They who in later years shall
wear the Yellow Cross in token that théy fought with the Prairie
Division, shall wear a badge of high honor, and a fitting distine-
tion for the brave men and fearless fighters they showed them-
selves to be. ;

Written at Diekireh, Brand Duchy of ILuxembourg, Europe.
Pourteenth day of March, Ninetecen nineteen.
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