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as little loss as possible, and with the least amount of labor.
Flumes, either cement or wood, should be constructed, or pipe-lines
laid, and then practice furrow irrigation. This is certainly bet-
ter than the block or form method. By it water is carried deep-
er into the soil, less lost by svaporation, kept from contaet with
the trees, ground easier prepared, left in better condition for cul-
tivation, and is less expensive. Do not wait till trees need wa-
ter; give it to them befores they get in that condition. Drive
the water as far into the ground as possible. Mere surface irri-
gation is of but little vslue, besides it encourages the feeders

to come too close to the top. I saw trees thus irrigated, when
fourteen inches below the surface the ground was as dry as dust in

the road.




(14)

MARKETING. There was universal complaint the past seas-
on among citrus fruit growers and shippers, about the overstocked
condition of the orange market. This in some respects was well
founded.  Some markets will at &= times be glutted. This is un-
avoidable under the present metheds of .shipping. I can, however,
with equal propriety apply to our business the same argument Rufus
Choate made with reference to his when asked, whether or not, ow-
ing to the overcrowded state of the legal profession, he could re-
coomend a young man to enter it.  "There is plenty of room" said he
"in the upper story." 8o I can say that there is room, if not
plenty, yet room, in the BEastern market for high grade fruit.

Good fruit, like a first class article of any kind, will
always meet with a readier sale than the poorer grade, and general-
ly at a much higher price. As you advance in the quality of your
customers, you will be able to increase the price at even a greater
ratio. For instance, a box of poor oranges, 150s, might sell in
New York for $1.50 or $2. This would go to a peddler or a dealer
who had indifferent trade, and would retail for fifteen to twenty-
five cents per dozen. This trade would not pay more. A box of
fancy fruit of the same size, or even larger, which would go upon
the table of the riech, would sell from $2.50 to $3.50. The ex-
pense incurred in marketing each box was the same. Another ad-
vantage the fancy fruit would have is in finding a readier sale.

Indeed, I do not believe it possible for California to overstock
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the market with faney fruit. I do not mean with oranges that some

shippers are pleased to brand as fancy, but really fine, riechly
flavored ;ggﬁges We have endeavored upon the Santa Isabel Ranch
to grow hlgh grade oranges, and in some respects have met with
reasonable success. . Ii is.nob.this grade of fruit that we have
difficulty in selling. That is sought after. Indeed, we cannot
supply the demand for it. It is the poor fruit that bothers us.
It is this grade that overstocks the market.

Many of the growers have thus become quite discouraged
at the meagre returns from the past season's crop, and some even
alarmed for the future. If we were to consider the returns in
commection only with the emormous crop, there would be, I grant,
foom for serious espprehension. However, weighing all the faets
and econditions carefully, I see no occasion for alarm. I think
on the whole, the crop brought all it was worth, or very nearly so.
Indeed, I consider it a maryel that so much poer, umpalatable fruit
was consumed by the people of the East. Much of it was light in
weight, syrup watery and tastless, cells broken down, fruit gener-
ally of poor keeping quality, and bore other ?v1aences of frost.

Let me quote from a 1etter'@é€é§éd from an Eastern firm
which handleéataiiQuantities of this fruit: "The orange season
has been disappointing in general results, largely owing to the
excessive amount of green, sour fruit shipped early, and frost-dam-
aged stock later, curtailing the consumption demand. With proper

handling and a quality of fruit such as California produces when
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not damaged by frost, we claim 15,000 cars and even more, can be
marketed with satisfactory results to growers end dealers.”

There was doubtless enough good fruit sent forward to
keep the buyers from being wholly disgusted. It may be said that
the crop was literally .forced upon the peeple by low prices, per-
sistent dealers and peddlers, splendid transportation fécilities
end the mechinery for putting it into every section of the United
States and Canada, and the present wholesome tariff law, which
practically prohibited the importation of foreign oranges.

A gigantic trade has been built up, provided with all
he machinery for manipulating it, and to the men conducting it in
all its various branches and avenues we are indebted for foreing
into consumption the large season's output. This powerful com-
bination would have crowded almost any article into the hands of
the people. A few years ago before all these men and firms and
exchanges were in the business, it would have been impossible for
Californie to have marketed 3,000,000 boxes of oranges. A greast
and valuable work has been inaugurated in getting this machinery in
motion, besides, we have destroyed the importing business, and con-
verted the importers into agents for handling our oranges.

Some four years ago I began looking into the orange bus-
iress, as carefully, perhaps, as a novice would be expected to do,
and there was presented to my mind a proposition of a three-fold
nature. I may add that my experience and observation since have

confirmed the conclusions at which I arrived at that time.
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FIRST. The citrus fruit growers of California must grow
better fruit; TDetler in every sense: It must not only be the
best varieties, but must be cleaner, smoother and more luscious
than most fruit then marketed.

SECOND.  Bether -eare must be takem of it. It is one thing
to grow fine fruit --- quite another to handle’it properly. It
must be more carefully taken from the trees; not when green and
sour, not over-ripe and puffy, but at the time it is in its best
form. No picking bag more injurious to the fruit than the Weod-
ward bag should be used. Use springs on all wagons carrying fruit,
and when in the packing house it must be more carefully handled,
graded higher and greater attention given to uniformity. The
packages must be more stiractive.

THIRD. After growing better fruit?i%aking better care of it
we must then accept less money for it. This seemed inevitable.

The inereased production and the almost certain unwise competition
that would develop among shippers and combinations of growers

would pull the price dovm. One could bank with certainty upon

the weakness and the dreed of humen nature in this regard, which
invarisbly results ﬂé?the detriment of the grower. This is a fac-
tor to be always considered, and will prove quite as potent in
lowering prices as the quantity of fruit grown. I therefore reas-
oned that undess these conditions could be met one was not justi-
fied in embarking in the busiress. I thought I saw ample room,

however, for improvement in the first two conditions, and also
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believed that oranges could be profitably produced and placed on
he market at prices that would ins%gidﬁheir consumption. Any-or-
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I may ask what other branch-ef.agriculture will do better?cﬂ g

find growers fumigating, iré?g;%{;éaﬂcultivating rocky old seed-
ling and Australian Navel trees, only to find disappointment with
the returns. It requires fortitude, I know, to destroy dear old
landmarks, but I should say either cut such trees down, for there
is neither profit nor pleasure in them, or bud to a better varietly.
The latter may be a little tedious, but it is practicable. In my
judgment the sooner this is done the better, for it is certain that
this poorer fruit is going to be literally crowded out by the bet-
ter. The law of the survival of the fittest will apply here as in
other realms. As before stated, however, as long as growers per-
sist in putting this poor stock on the market, the good will suffer.
Bad company contaminates. I want to plead with growers to give
attention to these matters. Indeed, we absolutely cannot afford
to be indifferent to them. They are vital. Let us make the bus-
iness profitable as well as a pleasure. Let us be prompt to act
as the highest judgment dictates. ek A é*‘ké&i;: s
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The Divine Hand has been most lavish in bestowing upon
Southern California rare, natural adventeges, perhaps greater than
are enjoyed by any section over which floats the stars and stripes.
The magnificent mountain ranges not only form most picturesque scen-
ery end gient bulwerks to guard the fertile valleys, but great nat-
ural reservoirs where is stored the water to be carried here and
there on the growing fields and the beautiful orchards below as
they may need its refreshing influence.D(??ﬁﬁ is no little adven-
tage over sections depeﬁding upon the frequent and inconvenient sum-
mer rains. OQur coasts are washed by the boundless Pacifie, which,
at accessible points is provided with desirable harbors for commner-
ce. The climate is faultless the year around. X Indeed, in fer-
tility, topegraphy and climate Southern California is quite similar
to the promised land of acnient Isreal, which made prosperous its
millions. ¥~God, in his munificence, has given us these perfect
physical blessings, lel us as intelligent and faithful stewards,
make the-valleys fragrant-and beautiful with bountiful harvests of

the most delightful fruitage known to man.




