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Program

About the Artists

7 Variations on "Bei Midnnern,welche Liebe fithlen"

Sonata in A Major, 0p.69
Allegro ma non tanto
Scherzo
Allegro molto
Adagio cantabile; Allegro vivace

~Intermission~

Sonata in G Minot, op.65
Allegro moderato
Scherzo
Largo
Finale

Allegro

WoO46
Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)

Ludwig van Beethoven

Frederic Chopin
(1810-1849)

Karen Knecht received her early music training at the Julliard School of Music. She went
on to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Music and English Literature at Indiana University where
she studied with Sydney Foster and the legendary pianist Abbey Simon. She also holds a
Master of Fine Arts degree from State University of N.Y. at Buffalo where she worked with
Frina Arshanka Boldt.

In addition to her many solo and duo piano concerts at Chapman University where she has
been a faculty member for over 25 years, Ms. Knecht has.performed at the Lincoln Center
Library and Museum and Merkin Concert Hall in N.Y.C. where she premiered the Fantasy
for Piano by Kennedy Center Friedham award-winning composer Emma Lou Diemer.

Her former students include an I..A. Drama Critics Circle best composer nominee and
current college and university piano faculty members.

Born in Budapest, Hungary, Laszlo Mezo gained national recognition as one of the top
musicians of his generation when he won First Prize in the “Kertész Otté Memorial
Competition” at the young age of 18. Since then, he has won numerous other competitions
which have brought him international recognition including the Fourth Prize in the
“Antonio Janigro Junior International Competition” in 1998, Second Prize in the
“International David Popper Competition for Young Cellists” in 2000, the Special Prize in
the “International David Popper Cello Competition” in 2004, and First Prize in the “Ima
Hogg International Competition™ in 2008.

Mr. Mezo has forged a career as a soloist, recitalist, master teacher, and chamber musician.
He has performed extensively in Europe, Asia, and North and South America. Always
eager to pass on his knowledge, Laszlo has conducted master classes in Japan, Brazil, Italy,
Switzerland, Hungary, and the United States. Mr. Mezo is currently an adjunct professor in
cello at Chapman University and Saddleback College in California, and he was Assistant
Teacher at the University of Southern California between 2007 and 2008.

As a soloist, Mr. Mezo has performed with maestros Adéam Fischer, Thomas Wilkins,
Grant Llewellyn, Zsolt Hamar. As a chamber musician, he has collaborated in recitals with
pianists Kevin Fitz-Gerald, Steven Vanhauwaert, Gabor Farkas, Marta Gulyas, Piotr
Folkert, and Balazs Szokolay, violinist Kristot Barati, cellist Philipp Muller, and the Bartdk
Quartet. He has also played under the direction of Zubin Mehta and Kent Nagano as a
member of the Bayerische Staatsorchester in Munich, Germany.

Mr. Mezo holds two master's degrees from the Liszt Ferenc University of Music in
Budapest and the Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater Miinchen. He graduated from the
class of Ralph Kirshbaum at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Mr. Me-
zo has also participated in the master classes of Uzi Wiesel, Josef Podhoransky, Othmar




About the Artists

Miiller, Philippe Miiller, Rainer Zippetling, Fenyves Lorand, Wolfgang Boettcher, and Aldo
Parisot.

Currently residing in Los Angeles, California, Mr. Mezo is a member of the Pacific
Symphony Otrchestra. He is a sought after soloist, and an active studio musician in Holly-
wood. He has played in many film scores, some most updated blockbusters include Ire Age,
Life of Pi, Wolverine, and The Lone Ranger.

His first CD recording of David Poppet’s works, on the Hungaroton label, includes several
first time ever recordings of the master’s cello works. He recently finished his second CD,
“Made in Paris,” with romantic cello pieces from the 19th century also featuring world
premiere works by cellist-composer Daniel Van Goens, and pieces from the Suite Populaire
Espagnole by Manuel De Falla.
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COLLEGE OF PERFORMING ARTS

Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends:

Last year we welcomed over 11,000 audience members to our performances, concerts,
recitals and events, making it our best attended year ever. In addition to our student
performances, our season always includes choreography, direction and concerts by our
stellar faculty and visiting artists who are accomplished professionals, each with a true
passion for the arts.

As a lover of the arts, you have a crucial role to play to ensure our success and the success
of the students who are at the heart of all we do. It is my hope that you will help provide
our students with the tools and resources they need with your gift to the Fund for
Excellence.

A gift to the Fund directly suppotts these College priorities:

e Production costs for the 200-plus live performances of dance, music, theatre and opera
the College produces each year;

e Recruitment of professional visiting artists for technique and master classes;

o Scholarships and travel funds for our student touring ensembles and conferences.

Performances like the one you are about to see are an important part of our students’ aca-
demic and artistic curticulum, exposing them to experiences that hone their artistic sensibil-
ities. Our students graduate with more training, more experience and more professional
opportunities to launch their careers in the performing arts and performing arts education.

Each one of our students will benefit from your decision to support the College. With your
gift, you will be a part of a family of individuals who demonstrate, year after year, their
commitment to developing the talents of young artists. I hope you join us not only because
you value the atts, but because you want to invest in our next generation of artists.

Enjoy the petformance, and I look forward to seeing you again at our performances
throughout the year.

Sincerely,

i

Dale A. Merrill, Dean



Thank you to our Fund for Excellence Supporters

The College of Performing Arts relies on your generous support of the Fund for Excellence, helping

to provide our students with valuable learning experiences as they become artists. We gratefully
recognize each and every one of our donors for their contributions to our Fund for Excellence. For

more information on how to make a donation, please visit:

“Support Our Programs.”

www.chapman.edu/copa and click
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Our corporate partners support a variety of College-wide activities and initiatives, and they work
with us to make the Chapman University community vibrant with the performing arts. The College
of Performing Arts would like to thank the following artistic, business, foundation and producing
partners for their ongoing and generous support:

Anaheim Ballet
Ayres Hotels
Backhaus Dance
Cirque du Soleil

City of Orange Public Library
Foundation

Classical Singer Magazine

Covington Schumacher Concert
Series*

DP Promotions

First Christian Church
Gemini Industries, Inc.
Kawai America

Law & Lewis LLP

Leatherby Family Foundation

Music Teachers Association
of California

Pacific Symphony
Philharmonic Society of
Orange County

Orange County Playwrights
Alliance

St. John's Lutheran Church
Segerstrom Center for the Arts
The SJL Foundation

Office Solutions

Southern California Junior
Bach Festival

University Synagogue

NACHAPMAN

BN U NIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF PERFORMING ARTS

* Members of the Opera Chapman Guild

Every effort has been made to ensure that all donor names are included and
listed correctly. If you notice any errors or omissions, please call the College
of Performing Arts Development Office at (714) 289-2085.
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Chairman Board of Trustees: Doy B. Henley
Chancellor: Dr. Daniele C. Struppa

COLLEGE OF PERFORMING ARTS

Dean: Dale A. Merrill

Administrative Director: Rick F. Christophersen
Director of Development: Liz Crozer
Operations Manager: Joann R. King
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Full-time Faculty: Amy Graziano (Chair)

Peter Atherton, Robert Becker, Jeff Cogan, Stephen Coker, Margaret Dehning, Grace Fong,
Robert Frelly, Sean Heim, Jeffrey Holmes, Vera Ivanova, Christopher Nicholas, Janice Park,
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Adjunct Faculty: David Alt, Albert Alva, Ron Anderson, Bruce Bales, Mindy Ball, David Black,
Pamela Blane, Jacob Braun, Christopher Brennan, David Cahueque, Francisco Calvo, Clara Cheng,
Tony Cho, Ron Conner, Christina Dahlin, Daniel de Arakal, Justin DeHart, Kyle De Tarnowsky,
Bridget Dolkas, Kristina Driskill, Cheryl Fielding, Paul Floyd, Patricia Gee, Patrick Goeser,

Ruby Cheng Goya, Fred Greene, Timothy Hall, Desmond Harmon, Aron Kallay, Janet Kao,
Hye-Young Kim, Jenny Kim, Milen Kirov, Karen Knecht, Johanna Kroesen, Hedy Lee, Vivian Liu,
Jonathan Mack, Gary Matsuura, Bruce McClurg, Laszlo Mezo, Alexander Miller, Susan Montgomery,
Yumiko Morita, Mary Palchak, Jessica Pearlman, Rebecca Rivera, Matthew Schalles, Isaac Schlanker,
Thom Sharp, Lea Steffens, David Stetson, Jacob Vogel, David Washburn, William Wells

Artist in Residence: Milena Kitic, Carol Neblett
Temianka Professorship: William Fitzpatrick
William Hall Visiting Professor: Jeralyn Refeld
Lineberger Endowed Chair: Peter Atherton

Staff: Katie Silberman (Department Assistant), Peter Westenhofer (Operations Supervisor)

Work-study Students: Lauren Arasim, Liz Chadwick, Emily Dyer, Sam Ek, Marqis Griffith,
Chris Maze, Marcus Paige, Nathan Wilen

InveSt in our next generation of artists.

The College of Performing Arts brings you the most vital and
powerful part of our curriculum - live performances of dance,
music and theatre. This extraordinary hands-on training

for our next generation of artists is possible only through

your generosity.

By helping to maintain the resources essential to our
curriculum, you allow the College to offer a dynamic learning
environment that nurtures the creativity of our students with
one-on-one training, ensuring they master their craft. We can
produce exceptional performances like what you are about to
see only with support from people committed to excellence in
performing arts. People just like you.

Help support the College of Performing Arts’ talented young
students as they transform into tomorrow’s professional artists.
To learn more about giving to the College of Performing Arts,
please contact Liz Crozer, Director of Development, at

(714) 289-2085 or crozer@chapman.edu.
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