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Crime Media, Punitiveness, and Fear

Robert A. Roussel
Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, California

Motivating Questions Hypotheses Flndlng S

H1l: Confirmed. Crime media
consumption fits well into the model, and
correlational data shows that true crime
1s indeed different than fiction or TV 1n

Public opinion and media framing of crime and
race 1ssues tend to ebb and flow, but they are
generally 1n line with government policy (Kellstedt,

H1: Consuming real crime media predicts higher perception of crime rate change than fictional crime media
H2: Fear of violent crime predicts higher perception of crime rates

. H3: Belief that crime is a moral issue predicts higher perception of crime rate and higher punitiveness

2003). Only recently has TV stations become a more H4: Holding punitive attitudes towards criminals increases the perception of the crime rate

. . eneral.
prominent source of news for many Americans H5: Belief that crime is an economic issue predicts belief that the judicial system is racially biased 5 . .
(Rosential, 2007), and many claim that this media’s : H2: Confirmed. Fear of violent crime
focus on certain types of violence and certain types of Correlational Data fit.S well 1to the model, and features
criminals elicits harsher punitive attitudes among H1 H 4 crimes that news typically covers.
viewers and reinforces racial & criminal stereotypes. WatchCrimeMedia*CrimeRateChange: r=.27%* EnitiveAttitudesIdx*CrimeRateChangeIdx: r=.298%%* . . : : :
Violence and crime are a national problem, not a WatchGeneralTV¥CrimeRateChange: r=.238%%* LimitingAppealsDeathRow*CrimeRateChangelx: r=.27%* gf?l (0319 I;flﬁllgfa(% X;gg‘ilelllg %%é%?c%gdd%%gﬁ
racial problem (Convington, 2010). WatchFictionCrime*CrimeRateChange: r=.167%* WantsHarsherSentencing(e)*CrimeRateChangelx: r=.26%* crime rate change and pumtive attitudes
. . WatchCrimeMedia*ViolentCrimeFear: r=.163%* WantsMoreEffectivedustice(c)*PunitiveAttitudesldx r =.48** )
Ke.)llesjzte?dt (ﬁ003) writes ﬁhai tl}(;e I?egﬁa.COVe]f'agf. of H 2 WantsMoreEffectiveJustice(c)*CrimeRateChangeldx: r=.324** HA4: Conflrmed This 18 almost the
minorities have genera old o eir cripplin — , ,
poverty and crimnget theyquestion of Whetherpfheri FearViolentCrimeldx*CrimeRateChangeldx: r=.244™ f)?l%ﬁﬂf%flt}gg a%fi EI}'llgle n}'ggee lp’ergélﬁflgg
1s bias 1n the judicial system remains controversial. i&flfez%lk.lngﬁtNaght dCrLIgeBati{C}tlagﬁe. : il;z _ 913 H5 , . . are positively correlated. Using ‘should
Unspoken hierarchies (Durkheim’s Anomie) may R.ral A ellvlll g gr ere (i)C .rlm]?{ i gh angIe 1 Xf_ o Cr}me,sAnEconIssue(f):Wants,Mo.r eEffef’tf"eJ“Stlce‘_F'?:** criminal justice .ShO}lld be more effective
have slowly formed and are being reinforced. Over 10tsAreMoreCommon*CrimeRateChangeldx: r=.234 Crime’sAnEconlssue(®)*There’sBiasJudicialSys(g): r=.29 1n reducmg crime’ as a measure of
time, Gardner’s Cultivation Hypothesis (Dyson, H3 le.n(li{OTSIch- harst}tl.e%r (fnf%rcem%nt’ we, Caln
2011) would say TV socializes its viewers into feeling Cr¥meDueToEV¥lForceS(a)ZCr 111.19.RateC.hangeIndxz r=.32*:* w0<.001 (a) 78.2% YES (b) 84.8% YES (¢) 83%YES (d) 23.4% YES tl()ni ng)r%gls elveef:lc eilvlel deCSI'iI%Vg?K"ratES) st
more antipathy towards criminals, to overestimate CrfmeDueToEvﬂquces;a) I.)“mtweAttlt“deSIndX‘_rzA*&S (e) 56.6% YES (f) 82.7% YES (g) 45% YES P '
crime rates (Mean World Syndrome) and to support gr¥megue$oﬁora}¥:y(b) *grlmﬁRaZig?a;lgeIIn;)f: r:;1328** H5: Mixed. Belief that crime 1s an
harsher sentencing laws. e MDARIVE ASUEHGES DO B employment 1ssue 1s_associated with the
. . T Multivariate Regression: Modeling Perception of the Crime Rate (DV) through Crime same measure as H4, ‘criminal justice
Allegations of racial bias or that the criminal justice . . . ) . - . should be more effective’, suggesting that
system is broken have been shown to be countered Media Consumption, Fear of Crime, Perceived Cause of Crime & Punitive Attitudes the measure can also be seen as becoming
with increased support for the punitiveness in whites Model 1 Unstandardized Unstandardized Standardized Sig. more lenient to b.ecome ‘effeCtiV.e,' It also
(Peffley & Herwitz, 2007). It is therefore important Coefficient Coefficient Coefficient redicted the belief that there 1s bias in
to examine attitudes towards the efficacy of criminal B Std. Error aw enforcement
justice 1n determining punishment. (Constant) 6.313 802 000 Conclusions
Lipschultz & Hilt (2002) explain that the theme of Index of fear O.f Mugging Fhl‘u S.hO.Oting,. o=.928 iiz gzg ;g: .000 The data seems to support the
crime news 1s disorder Or.harm, b1.1t iny abI.lormal or Overall watching, true crime, fiction crime, 6=.676 : : : .000 basic premise that crime media
.heantI.J.S CchlmeS aI:Ce. gll\f'en S;’lorlty. GlYen t;hi Wa].nt to [make sen’.cences more severe for all crimes] 11471851 ;;2 21(:)327 .000 consumption, punitive attitudes,
incentives to sensationalize, it’s no surprise tha White_ DummyVariable 1. . 5 000 and crime rate perception tend to
;rlml?alidatr}? tﬁl'jmid rprflgfltllveli’l-d Hol‘f:’fvelral Sgnll‘e Dependent Variable: Crime Rate Change battery, a=.924. R2=.174. Adjusted R2=.171. Std. Error of Estimate=5.6. n=1,356 increase parallel to each other.
At ab Dlack crimihals ahd political Ieaders . Nevertheless, the connection
are usually framed as more threatening and hostile Interpretatlon bet TE d .
Chiricos & Eschholz, 2002). Also, when primed with : : : : ' : : CIweeil punitiveness an crime
( ) - ) D After checking correlations between the variables, multivariate regression analysis was performed to test t ti is still hat
. TV, Gilliam et al (2002) found | | | , rate perception is still somewha
fﬁcia Sh?treo ,ypesh‘?il > hlb 131?1 ed a py ot the effects of 4 IVs on Perception of Crime Change Battery (DV). Model 1 summarizes the results of this substantial even without crime
0 RGeS A nERIE RS ST S SRS analysis. They suggest that these 4 factors explain 17.1% of the variance 1in the sample (Adj. R?=.171, media consumption. Blaming
punitive policies to address crime. : ) : c : . . .
F(4,1385) = 72.5, p<.001. The variable ‘Index of fear Mugging thru Shooting’ represents fear of violent economic causes of crime predicts
Callannan (2005) found that the strongest predictors crime, and held the most significant predictive power (8 =.222, p<.001). The next most predictive term was seeing racial bias in justice system.
of support for the punitive 3-strikes law were fear of crime media consumption (3 =.208, p<.001). Punitiveness, operationalized by the question ‘we should make Believing crime media caused
Eﬁlme’. Cmmet media CO?}fumptlila ang thle belief that sentences more severe for all crime’ was the third most predicative factor, (8=.202, p<.001). Finally, being crime was insignificant.
€ Crime rate was on the rise. Accordingly: white had a negative beta, (8=-.137, p<.001), which means that white individuals were less likely see the References
Rel crime rate go up than other ethnicities, though 1t 1s the weakest predictor overall. This model stands 1n Callanan, V. (2005). Feeding the fear of crime crime-related media and support for
eievancy . . . . : . : . three strikes. New York: LFB Scholarly Pub.
| | N contrast to another, in which an index of punitive attitudes (x=.871), the index of fear of mugging thru Chiricos, T., & Eschholz, S. (2002). The Racial And Ethnic Typification O Crime
Given the ongoing controversy over racial bias in shooting (x=.928), watching shows about real crime, and the belief that the crime rate would be lower if A o o G0 6ot
law enforcement, given disproportionate sentencing, we ‘had stronger moral values in this country’. That last variable was the way we operationalized the Covington, J. (2010). Crime and racial constructions: Cultural misinformation about
iven the oncoinge debate over affirmative action . . . . . .. ) . . I African Americans in media and academia. Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books.
h 0 s01NE " e £ 1o lowen belief in the cause of crime being individual-level moral traits and not macro-level economic conditions. Dyson. R A (2011). The mean world syndrome dirinishes human security. Journa
. . . . . . uman oecCcurity, y 1.
ffzse;l gi\fexf I}Ci(;lil gW elrilaarifcgathémé) apSrSiE;o(r)l po;ulggfxi While the overall model predicted more of the variance (R2.228. Adjusted R2=.226), the predictive power of Giliam, ., Valentino, N.. & Beckmann, M. (2002). Where You Live and What You
’ all the variables dropped significantly, while 1t was the highest (5=.281, p<.001). Race and Crime. Poliical Research Quarterly. 55(04), 755780, o

1rresponsibly large, given that the war on drugs 1s by
all consensus a disastrous failure, given the
resurgence of race-based riots in MO & MD and

Kellstedt, P. (2003). The mass media and the dynamics of American racial
attitudes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Crime Rate Change battery (DV): ‘Compared to 20 years ago, how common is [child abduction, gang violence, human trafficking, Lipschultz, J. & Hilt, M. (2002). Crime and Local Television News Dramatic,

. . pedophilia, school shooting, serial killers, sexual assault], seen in light of the generally downward trends of those crimes since the 1990’s. Breaking, and Live From the Scene. Taylor & Francis.
given that we are the only advanced country to still Index of Punitive Attitudes: Consider criminals, would you ‘[want more severe sentencing, use death penalty for youth, limit appeals for Pefflltey_, M, & I-_lurwgz, J. (200J7)- PeﬁSUfasi?r;_ar}dsresistan%?:(za%% gnﬁ) ghze death
. . . . . . . . . t.. penaity In america. American Journal or Folitical oSclence, , = .
execute prisoners, I hypothesize the following: death row, use three strikes laws, use chemical castration on sex offenders, or reduce prisoner recreational privileges]. e e, T (I, e e 6 e eEs e Mo (0 drione foesl mens

Index fear violent crime: ‘how afraid are you to fall victim to [mugging, stalking, murder, ID theft, mass shooting, rape, hate crime]’ and win ratings, too. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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