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Terrorism Through American Eyes

Jacob Blaznek
Department of Political Science, Chapman University; Orange, Callfornla

Findings

Introduction to Research Hypotheses:
"This study looks into the relationship of the H 1: If someone thinks there should be an increase to the Defense Budget than they disapprove the Pres. handling of Foreign H 1: Defense Budget v. Foreign Relations
defense budget and foreign relations. Whether the Relations. More than 60% of people who want to increase
war was worth the cost and efforts of government ; H 2:People who approve of governments efforts to reduce terrorism, believe that the war was worth the cost. " Defense spending disapprove of the Presidents
to reduce terrorism. Finally efforts to reduce | handling of foreign relations. Where 72% of people who
terrorism and the wars effect on terrorism. | H 3:People who approve of governments efforts to reduce terrorism, believe that the war decreased the threat of terrorism. _ want a decrease in defense spending, approve of the
»All of these are what Americans opinions are of | Presidents handling of foreign relations. With the
the topic and how they feel about each topic. highest number of people around 38% wanting to
*On average most peOp|e approve of the Data 4 Increase Spending there is 31% of people who don't
I . . I 0 I
governments effogts tobrleduci terrorism. : . H 1: Defense Budget vs. Foreign Relations Table Interpretation H1: want it to change and 31% want it to be decreased.
*However many don’t believe the war was worth it and it . : ;
does not matter their view of the governments effort to CroS S R i etations O.f (tjhe 4 \Sr;ables thatcll_useilr;to’iee what ch?)n_ged peoplefs H 2: War Worth the Cost v. Efforts To Reduce Terrorism
reduce terrorism. P TTTR——————— THCS On Ll MR ¥ © Of ~1SEPPoVE O It turned out that it did not really matter how people felt
s Also people believe that the war did no“ng to increase Incroase Detshse = AR PreS|dent Handllng FOFEIgn R6|atIOnS had the hlghESt |mpaCt on the Govel‘nments effOI"[S to reduce '[el‘rorlsm

or decrease the threat of terrorism more than they on what made them chose to increase or decrease the defense
believe it increased or decreased. _ lics spending. Shown by the Beta of .215
*There Is a belief that people who want an *All of the four variables were significant however Approve/

because most of the citizens feel like the war was not
worth the cost. Of the 5914 people who answered both
guestions 4170 people claimed that the war was not

400 600 800

Increase to the dEfense bUdget do nOt thlnk that  Disapprove 1. Approve Pres. Handle of Foreing Relations DIS&ppfOVE had d SlgnlfICanCe Of OOO WhiCh IS the StrOngeSt Worth the Cost AISO people Who approve Governments
the Pr.eS|dent IS NOt handllng forelgn relations well Of the 1926 people who want an increase in defense spending: 1150 people disapprove of Presidents handling Slgnlflcance. efforts to reduce terrorism had the hlghest disapprova|
and vise versa. gcfftohrelggzrglatlonf aan]l 727|$[ptprgve-r nding 1169 appr f the Presidents handling of Foreign relation number with 2048 people choosing that it was not
.I have realized 3 |Ot Of the Qpinigns that Whilee403 disp;pope:\/\év. 0 want to decrease spending approve of the Presidents handling of Foreign relations h h p p g
Americans had from 2001-2006 have changed CoRTiats? H 3: Efforts to Reduce Terrorism vs. Wars effect on HED =0 ig
) Model Unstandardized | Standardized i Sig. Terrorism |
tremendously from what they are in 2012-2015. goefgffn;mr Coe;f;: = H 3: Efforts to Reduce Terrorism v. Wars Effect on
'Peo?le today e ques_tlonlng the PreS|C_ent_S (Constant) 7760 063 43819 000 Terrorism
handling of foreign relations, and now believing War increased or decreased threat | 37| 0% e Most of Americans believe that the War did nothing to
that the war was not worth the cost and did nothing — SN S—— S S E— increase or decrease the threat of terrorism, around
to increase or decrease the threat of terrorism. Yas war worth the cost A B . — 50%. However 70% of people who think the the war
Public Op inion Before and Now Approve/disappr govt efforts to decreased the threat of terrorism also approve of the
| - 78 017 b e goverr_1ments efforts to reduce te_rrorlsm. Wlth_ a
e In 2003 72% of people thought that using handling foreign rel shocking 47% of people who believe the war increased
military force in lraq was the right decision but ‘ LRSI e (Sl B TS e 2l E e | the threat of terrorism also approve of the governments
iIn 2008 that number dropped to 38% and In - 9 efforts to reduce terrorism.
2012 1s decreased all the way to 30%. H 2: War Worth the Cost vs. Efforts to Reduce Terrorism  Ei Conclusions |
+ In 2006 70% of people felt that the US made ; *|f someone wants an increase to the defense
WAR WORTH THE COST 2 ' : - '
the right decision to use military force in budget they disagree with the Presidents handling

® \War Was Worth The Cost War Was Not worth The Cost

of foreign relations and if they want a decrease In
the defense budget they agreed with the
Presidents handling of foreign relations.

|t did not really matter how people felt about the
governments effort to reduce terrorism because
the majority of Americans felt the war was not

War Increased Threat War Decrease Threat Stayed same WO rth It '

() In 2002 47% Of Amencans felt the government : : i 1. Approve Gov. Effort To Reduce Terrorism B 2. Disapprove Gov. Effort To Reduce Terrorism .rll\/IO?]t peop.:e In AmerlCa be:J‘eve that I:!:Ihe War mha.de
e8] W3, Neither approve nor disapprove Gov. Effort To Reduce Terrorism
should take the Steps necessary to reduce = i o the threat of terrorism stay the same however the

Afghanistan and in 2011 only 57% of people felt
the same way.

 In 2001 88% of people felt the government was
doing a good job In reducing the threat of
terrorism, but in 2010 only 69% of people think
that they are still doing a good job.

terrorism even if it meant violating civil liberties R coveor | o o o Nt mcglre they ag_reedr:/wth goverrr]lmerrl]t_s keffﬁfts o
: t t t
but by 2011 only 25040 of people felt this way. v ———— pprove Lov %1 ISapprove Gov %f14 €l 3?7 reduce terrorism they more t _ey think the war
‘ P decreased the threat of terrorism.
 In 2002 46% of Americans said that terrorism - - ?ﬁcretase 007 o References
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most important problem facing the US.

 In 2002 41% of Americans thought that the US
spent to little on the defense budget but in 2014
38% think that the US spends too much.
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