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The Minister in his relation to the COmmunityi ’5€; 5
i { Fndl.
£ T T Codlga 160 uiteq i
%he minister is largely regarded as public property ﬁg“y
and & commnity asset. He is the one man in the commnity *
that altwst everyone feels free %o call upon when in trouble,
in sorrpw, or desiring gratuitous service,

Yeny seek his counsel, take his time and even put him to
expense, although not contributing a dollar to his’ salary.
They just seem to naturally feel that it is their full pri-
velege to go to him when in need, in-any way.

Years ago when in B,F. Coulter's office -- ete.

The Church stands in the commnity life as an indis-
pensable public institution and the minister & benefactor.
The Church has muech %o give for the general good and con-
sequently, the leader or minister is looked upon as one who
is simply living to help others, his chief mission being to
serve, It is therefore evident that the minister mst play
& big and important part in the life of his comrmnity .,

The complex social life of today, the passion of ouwr
people for pleasure and for business as well, makes it far
pore difficult for a minister %o intelligently meet these
demands than it was for the preacher to meet the demands of
& generation ago.

While we recognize that the minister's first duty is to
his Church, he is nevertheless, a citizen of the commmunity
and owes o it certain obligations . He is looked upon as
an influential and helpful factor in the life of the com-
mnity, not only because of his intellectual ability and his
leadership of a congregation, but because he is the recogniz-
ed exponent of the blessed religion, the very foundation of
which in its practical application, is to serve.

However strong the pull and the urge is upon you to take
up affairs of the commmnity, you mst not get so interested
in them as to neglect your own Church. With you, it mmst
ever come first. The commnity does not bay your salary.

In fact, seldom makes any contribution to it. You mst be
cautious about giving too much time to the general public
even from & less selfish standpoint than that.
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I have known uministers who got so entangled in civic '

and social organizations that their churches suffered and
had reasons to complain, Be on your guard at this point.
When you become identified, with any public movement
or civic organization y'%ﬁ”ﬁ?‘l e“fht on committees and

thus the way is opened, if you are efficient, for other

demends on your time, Soon, unless you are resolute, you
are devoting too mmch of your time to outbtside enterprises,

You mst however, be a public spirited citizen, ready
to make a reasonable contribution of your time to public
enterprises.

In every commmnity today there are service clubs,-
Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, American Legion, etc. You may
make fine and helpful contacts here, should you become &
menmber of any one of them., You should have the interest
of the Church so at heart that you will not join any of
these orders solely for the good social times you may have.
You should have other motives. I think the fellowship you
would have, the entertainment and the lectures you would
hear would be helpful to you, as theé bﬁgﬁn as él as
inform one on affairs of the day, e t%’?’eﬂmi;er and
the needs of the people,. /N

Should you become a Rotarien, a Kiwanian or & Lion, act
well your part as & minister. Don't get the idea because
you are with a bunch of good fellows that you mst in the
least compromise yourself by trying to be too frivolous
or rough. You are & Christian minister and while you can
enter heartily into all that is clean and dignified, and
have a royal good time, you mmst not say or do anything
that is inconsistent with your high calli Should you
stoop to do this, the very men abouﬁou,\ called you a
"jolly good fellow" would have less respect for you for
thus compromising yourself. They know something of the
high standards of the ministry and with all their worldli-
ness, have high regard for those in it who are loyal and
cons istent.

Never forget in any place or position that you are a
minister of the Gospel and an ambassador of Christ., I
knew & minister who often seemed to forget his high calling,

thinking %o &drry faver With the business &nd Professional
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men he met at the Club. He was bright, scholarly and a
good story teller and therefore, made interesting company.
These men enjoyed his fellowship, but lost respeet for him
as & minister.

Let me caution you not to give too freely of your time,
but establishing right relations with those you meet in
this social way, and meintaining your self-respect as a
minister, you will find.these elub comnections., opportuni-
ties of personal refreshment and channels of usefulness.

There are organizationslooking o the uplift and welfare
. of “the  commmnity that mist have your attention and sympathy
and & limited amount of your time. .. You are\in a position
to encoyrage them in many ways, I refer to organizations

for.public bealth, locsl relief and similar organizations.

The school and public library mist have recognition,
Bvery city has.its Chamber of ommerce for the purpese of
advertising and boosting’ the town and encouraging civic
improvements. Give this your Support but ‘only“a -little of
your time,

There are labor orgenizations, art asscciations, law enforce
ment and social service organizations and the Anti-Saloon
League, all seeking recognition from you. The Y.M.C.A.,
Y.W.C.A,, ¥.C.7.U., Conventions and Conferences that are
continually asking for your support.

Be interested and lend a helping hand, but be cautious
about getting too deeply involved in any of them, All of
these organizations or movements appeal to anyone who is
living to serve, who has a real interest in the welfare
of his commmnity and whose help is often sought in their
hehalf. But you must remember that your time and best
thought belong to the Church. By the very nature of things
you cen only do a given amount of work, You have Jjust so
mch time allotted to you and if you scatter over the entire
realm of humen service, you will signally fail in all,

If you are a faddist, taking up & certain movement or

cause and harping on it all the time, you are likely to
offend some and bring discord into your Churchf/")ige a sane
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and safe leader, Vhile I caution you about going into
outside enterprises or organizations, you must not be a
recluse, You are & citizen of the commnity and must
of course, be interested in local public enterprises.

I have knewn some pastors who lived only for their con-
gregations. They were never seen at any public gather-
ing, save in their own Church., Be temperate and con-
sistent in these matterw, as well as in all others,

You must exercise extreme caution concerning politics
or taking public part in local elections. Your people
may be dividéd on questions at issue and on candidates
and while, as a citizen you have a right to your opinions
and this will be recognized, you cannot safely from the
pulpit, meke known your preferences or use your position
as minister of the Church to advance them.

When there is a clearly drawn moral issue, you should
have the courage to take & decided stand. This will be
expected of you. But even here, be sane, temperate and
consistent. FPanaticism or even radicalism often does more
harm to %/cause then can be offset by much preaching.

You must beja patriot, having sincere love for your
country, ever seeking the election of good men to office
and the passing of beneficent laws and insisting upon their

enforcement.

Should your commnity attempt to clean up a bad politi-
cal and social situation that has developed in its life,
you will of course, join with the forces of righteousness
for this btask., Do not however, resort to bitter and
vicious personal abuse or say anything unbecoming a min-
ister of the Gospel. Exhibit here as always, the spirit
of your laster. While you should oppose evil, do it in a
manner that will not lower the Church or your own standing
in the estimation of the good people of your city. Great
harm is often done the religion of Christ at such times
by the display of an ugly or vicious temper on the part of
the ministers of the commnity.

If you are invited to the golf course by admiring
friends, be careful not to get too deeply interested.

4,
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Golf is a fascinating game and gets so strong a
hold on some men that all else is neglected. I presume
the exercise in the open and the mental recreation is most
desirable, but wait until you are well along in life be-
fore becoming an habitual golfer. A think a preacher
when he is young and in good health can get plenty of
exercise callmg on his flock.
y Ef
As you go a:‘bout on &rra.nd.s of mercy or calling upon
your pa.rishn?}‘ers, don't forget or neglect to drop into
the hospital., There are those on beds of suffering,
those who a.reAlonely and will be greatly helped by a
friendly call and a cheerful happy word. Often some &7
/%he flowers used in decorating the Church Sunday can q%
righten up some of the rooms in the hospital and bring
Joy to the suffering.

You must be ready to serve at all times and under all
circumstances, You are the one man in the commnity thet
mist not live unto himself. You are Christ's represen-
tative in your commnity and you mmst be true and faith-
ful minister of His. You mmst have His mind so you will
see men, frail, weak and sinful as He would and then
have His spirit so that you will be impelled to treat him
as He would were He here,

Like Jesus, be friendly and kind, Have & smile and
friendly helping hand for all who may cross your path,
You will then be loved by many and while you are living
for others, you will find others trying to make you happy.
You will be honored and loved as the friend of men.

"There are noble titles, noble names,
That he may wear who can,

But the noblest neme among them all,
Is simply - "Friend o'}mn".

Be cheerful, happy and optimistic, Wherever you go,
carry sunshine and not gloom, A minister should ever and

always be affable, gracious, benevolent and friendly.
Cultivate these attractive qualities in the spirit of

5.
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