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CITRUS TALKS

"HANDLING THE ORANGE FROM TREE TO
MARKET"

Special Citrus Fruit Growers' Institute

Riverside--January 22, 1907
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Becallsé a man may perchancé meet with a
certain degree of success in his line of busi-
ness, he is often thought to know much more
sbout it than he does. This win,m:,
apply #to my case. I have had a certain measure

of success in growing and handling oranges,and

I am therefore regarded by some as knowing much

more about the whole business than I do. I
have no secrets to divulge whereby you may by
gsome short cut grow a beautiful orange and con-
vert it into the'goin of the realﬁl I know
only the same old plodding methods which are
common amongrall of us and are known by many

of you,«ewd a great deal better hy_sam&;.than

“\I know_them.

\
/

/

—



-

We are all too prone to follow those who have
met with success in a certain line. This,how-
ever, is really ?%i%%i%ﬁa. You will remember
how many of us only recentlg,rebudded our
lemon groves to Valencias because that special
variety had made big money for some growers.
Now Mr. Leffingwell and Mr. Teague and a few
others who have thought and planned for them-
selves come and tell us that lemons make bigger
money than Valencias ever did, and that it has

Gl |
prospects for permanancy as to a steady and
paying market)LA:’Hﬁ'ah»wymf

The same pbservation may be made about the
growing of cover crops. Only recently but a

Pras Ty oo
few enterprising growers did this, and no@kgf%

of us are following the method. The danger is
Mm & ‘(:d,\ 44 J‘){é&—é&w{u,ja&;? fé/‘piol (l’bg/t ﬂﬂa:} Mmm. z
that some are so takén with the idea$§ %*dm&éségg
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that it meets the whole requirements of a 2

v
fertilize%%have abandoned all other methods. %
We should.figure and plan for ourselves more

-
largely along lines andin harmony with the

varioug conditions under which we must work.

Retﬁiﬁbt“tﬁcﬁnonfidan$iy“ﬁpﬁﬁ“ﬁ“bﬁamsiégdu
TefeidZer.
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Let me further say in the way of introduc-
tory that I am unable to point out any par-
ticular feature of fruit management, either in
the orchard Or packing house to which I can
attribute what success I may have enjoyed in
the orange business. It is not by giving
special attention to any one particular thing
and doing it well that success is attained.
However thorough, careful and painstaking we
‘ma be in attending to one branch or department

all
we w111 fall of attainingggreatest success.

N , _
I think rather it iq\Sy giving due attention
to all the detail of the work from the tree to
the car. T,therefore, am unable to point out
any particular line of this work and tell you
bring
to do this well and your fruit will ke satis-
factory returns, both financially and in that
degree of mental enjoyment which work well and
honestly done always brings, and which ought to
Hie frswd. Pegevan Glermt b

be a part of the returns always look for,
and indeed should demand.

Therefore, not being able to segregate from

the whole process of fruit management any one
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ermore particular featureg ﬁp_discuss, beacuse

of their'special importance, I shall in some B
defail, but briefly, take up the handling of
the orange from the tree to the market. This,
to many of you, will be prosy, for, as before B
stated, I have nothing new, nothing revolution-
ary or startling to offer, as—wy—metirod.
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In discussing the question of orchard
manasement much depends upon the initial
work done in setting an orchard. If this is
properly done, the bearing ability will be
greater than otherwise.

The comparative ease in the management
of an oraghard and the results depend largely
upon this early work; this too often neglec-
ted. The preparation of soil, proper planting,
irrigation and pruning thereafter.

In the discussion of this question there

are five chief points to consider. I will not

7
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attempt to name them -in the order of value.
Irriéatién, cultivation, pruning, fertilizing
and the fighting of pests.

ot time to go into detailed discussion
of these questions; there are important fea-
tures in each of these departments of orchard
work which I wish to emphasize.

Let me say at the start,however, that in
all this work there are certain conditions of
soil,topography and climate to be considered,

and therefore what I say will not apply
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equally to all places and under all condi-
tions. In general, however, I believe they

will.
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After growing a fine orange it must bde
Properly handled, and wise and prudent business
methods used in marketing it. Here;—as I unders
stand, is the real gist of the question before.

_.us¢ What are the various processes through
which this fruit must be takem from the tree te
the market? Growers in general have learmed
many valuable lessons along these lines during
the lasi few years, and yet there are doubtless
others to be solved, if we make the success we
ought #6. A grower should be so familiar with
his orchard as to know just where the weakest
fruit is grown and see that this is the first
that is put on the market., By giving some
aittention to this feature, the entire crop can
be marketed rather than to have, as is often
the case, a large loss on account of sither the
early maturity of the fruit, its undesirable
size, or ineiin&tinm to puff, {e

While we in California grow a hardy oraﬁga;
in this respect as in all others, better than
any other orange grown in the world, yet care
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in handling all along the line must be observed.(
Fot only\ is the large pemen;gge of decay found
in oranges'on their srriml in the Eagtern
market due to xgamle}s’iﬁ;ss in handling before
packing, but :h&{?férainary attention is given
to the grading a {d the packing of the fruft the
loss to the gz;p%e is unnecessarily great
because thisj;‘;{mpurxt ive law ie not observed.

The best results can\ be secured by following
the mthod; 80 many d\\)\il in this regard. How
often we fe-e reckless work done by the pickers,
the fruif being poured into piecking boxes, or
worse, %/nto packing boxes, Xthrom on springless
wagons and hauled int¢ the Packing house where
it is , ughly handled, and often times indiffer-
ently packed.

The picking of the orange demands great care
and experience to do it properly. The right
kind of clippers must be in good condition and
then properly used. Since Mr. Powell's investis
gation into the damage done by clippers, there
has been marked improvement. The genius of the
inventor has given us a greatly improved clippef.
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One at least whi_.eh will prevent the injury
which Mr. Powell found so general. In the use
of any kind of clipper, however, a certain
amount of intelligence must be bmug_ht in play,
and the oclipper itself must be kept in con~-
dition. (Teng Stems)—I[lfis. '

The same observation may be made of ladders.

Some growers have the impression that any old
thing upon which a person can climb will answerf
but a goeod ladder is essential. It should be
long enough t0 reach above the tree so that the
top will not break through. It should be 1ighty
glanced and with comfortable steps. ‘
?icking 't;ré.\ésmbjf‘preper size and in good con~

dition only should ever be used. { recently
?Wﬁﬁtgém»
full box with\an a;oani7g almost as
barrel; indeed hav?/ an idea that
atave was used.

eh held a

3\1&1‘{"6 as a
a barrel
t that a

sghould he svide




must be Lm handling, and especially in
empty ir {Picker. 130 boxes)

A regularly prepared picking box should only
be uged in the field. Oranges cannot be
handled with the neeessary care in an erdinary
' Grda auﬂg;m%w/‘é@a ww:‘m
packing box whicl) we-see so frequently-used.—/

A Bernids —

This is not provided with the /gﬁﬁ““far the
protection of the frult or with means for easy
handling.kkam Aside from all this it is an
insult to the trade to offer the fruit in a
dirty box. ver great may be the care taken
used in the field are more or less’

padcking boxe

F-4
fo ot ;
zad . IR prein

In loading and hauling from the orchard to thé
packing houge, fruit may be seriously damaged.
Wagons suitable and pmi&tﬁ with springs only
should Be ussd. (Sfhrrreee YR bt
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The whole process of tha handyling of tl{o

orange in the packing house demands intelligent

care, ever bearing in mind that a cut,puncture
or a bruise is a serious damage to the e:range,
Ho orange so injured should ever be put into a
box for shipment. It is much cheaper to throw




the fruit away here than to pay for packing and
the freirht to carry it to some distant Eastern
mar-kst only to be thrawn eut there by some dige

AF R GL FTWe
gseem to tbink »i‘f ?
E’:“

they can only g&t ‘ibbe oranze in the box a.ml cet '
it out of sisht itimn be a1l right. Tt has ;;:
been my observation)that an orange’ ‘never im~ <

prove its condition {f injureé in any way by

Pl L g 'S'}}

keeping in or out or the box. The injury 1is
spot, which, at the

fatal by making a we
slightest favorable opportunity will go down.
¥r. Powell's investigation along this line
gives us valuable infm%natiaa. We ought to
thank ttie Department /{o} sending him, not so
much to find out tﬁ;t \1ch we already kmew,
but to bring it“’%p us in a way that an imprese
sion will be made upon e&:r minds.

After the fruit is brought into the packing
house it chould there be kept for a time before
packing. This will depend upen @ghe variety,
its condition,and the mutmré;:ﬁ“to its humidi-
tyaf'ﬁfits temperature. The frult, however,
ghould be properly cured before packing. This
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Q{/é*{‘{{{*" t’?{fv}ii_, ‘!w A ,‘f‘” /{L {ij’{"ffi' e84 V’ Lu{-f
%8 a great aid in puttlny up a good pack] " are-
é&t@sn@éﬁﬂ% alst

e arihénabled to eliminate bruised or -
injured fruit.
If it is to be washed, as sometimes it is
| necessaﬁ%, it should be dones as scon as L
brought in from the'orchard, and set away for

a reasonable time.

o However s&tisfap%/;y the machinery used for L

this or the ?ol~shing or brushing of the orange

i Bt U &

'l ss of expense |

sound condltion. There is nothing that so
demoralizgs the market as decayed fruit. A

few cars of oranges landing in New ¥ork showing
decay will knock from twenty-five to fifty

i cents a box off the price of sound fruit, and

is fatal to the cars showing much decay. I iR
therefore think it wise not only to use all |
Mipossible care in handling the fruit,but to

“ doubly insure against decay by shipping under
refrigeration early in the seasgon.

| | | ‘ | | |
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nabled to elimdna ‘fﬁised or

Updn the question of the methods of marketing
I have but little to say. There are a number
of good methods. My way would not suit every-
body even if it wefe practicable to all. I do
not believe we can all come to adopt the same
system of marketing. Indeed I hardly helieve
it would be for the best interest of the
industry to have one general plan followed
by all., Conditions and men are so diverse
that the present system of using different
methods is :;e:hapsgi% %j%amggéjz;

The qugZ%ion marketing late fruit may be
a delicate question for me to discuss; at lesast
that is ef advising growers generally to ship
their Valencias much earlier than they did last
season. What I shall say is prompted by no
selfish motive for, while the late market was
mors or less demoralized by the large amount of
indifferent fruit put upon it, and my brand did

on that account suffer tc some extent, it may
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have been noticed that more uniformly than ever
before, it was in a class by itself. I regret
to see growers who deserve all they can get out
of their fruit, foolishly and needlessly sacri-
ficing it. This was the case last season and
always will be when fruit is held until it has
greatly deterioated, which it will generally do
under similar conditions. Much of this fruit
was in excellent condition at one time, and that
too when prices were good. Instead of it being
put on the market then it was held until it
deterioated and put upon the market which was
far more exacting.

Some growers, and shippers as well, thought
as they had Valencias, all they had to do to
get big money was simply to hold on to them
long enough. In their eyes a Valencia was a
Valencia. The trade does not exactly look at

the question from that point,. Qual;ty is their

;’i U Aetedner Yo of Hica . tolead
vstandard a ot varieiy ﬁ@i %@tawﬂw} L/ AT S
oo, trrred

Ao /xﬁ aﬁifﬁ.,&#‘&f’f{d FPe g\ufﬁt
If we read indications correctly Southern

California is to see extensive and rergistent

effort on the part of other favored sections

W
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to compete with her in the production of the
orange. Already other districts are annually
ghipping hundreds of cars, while still others et
ddebwieds are being exploited. No doubt there
will be many who will embark in the business
in these various districts who will be com= =
pelled to abandon their efforts as the experi-
ment in all places and by all men will not
prove successful. While we may therefore -
expect many of these orchards that have recent-
1y been set, or will be in the near future, to
prove avsolute failures, or practically so, u
gome of them will doubtless.demonstrate that
this'is-ﬁot the only favored district. Already
Tulare County is demanding recognition as an
orange section. Ve need not expect the orange
belt to be circumscribed by even that orthern

Q lasgen 2treage @M o Frers secd ooy Cley
district. ;ic. ;},;; aldes. m@fﬁ»&mﬁ? b dotemot —
e e  s00d deal about Florida and Porto
Rico as great orange producing sections, at
least prospective, and many growers are appre=- o

hensive that California oranges may be driven

from the markets, for a part of the season at
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least, by fruit from thes; places. On this
point let me quote from a recent letter from
one who has been partial to the Tlorida orange.
"Speaking about Florida, you know the class
of the bulk of the fruit now grown in Florida
is totally different from the class of fruit
that was shipped before the big freeze in 1895.
The best producing sections were entirely wiped
out, that is fruit outside of the Indian River
section, and that sectiogiglways a later
section. Take such sections as Citra and
Leesbhurg they formerly produced elegant fruit,
they will now have very 1ittle. The fact is
they never had the heart to set the trees out
as formerly. The bulk of the fruit that now
comes from Florida is from a section that before
the freeze it could not be marketed at a profit,
the fruit being of such an inferior grade. T B
That ig the trouble with the bulk of the
Tloridas, there seems to be very little charac-
ter to the fruit". B

The same writer in speaking of the Porto

Rico oranges says that "he had a good chance to
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examine some Porto Rico oranges and must say
it is about as trashy a lot of fruit as I have
seen in many a day. There will have to be big
improvement in Porto Rico before the best trade
will handle that variety of oranges."

This is differen \With\Florida grape fruit.
It is a EE}é;f;av;j;%h, ::hgcially on the New
York markgt. N

While we may thus expect to divide trade with
competitors, yet it is evident. that no other
section in the United States, or the world,
will ever rob Southern California of the repu-
tation and fame she has Jjustly won as being the
ideal home of the orange. This competition
will force our growers to do better work in the
culture and care of tree and fruit, for I am

confident that the general quality of the fruit
Yt A

A 653@‘&-4\ Al

we grow can be , and there—ig
ne—guestion—bust-it can be put upon the market
: ecet T

in much better condition than is ¢
done, even considering the marked improvement
made the last year or two. It is thus evident

that with this enlarged area of the production

I l | |
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of the orange those of us who fail to keep .
wide awake and up with the head of the proces-
sion will find the business discouraging and
unprofitable. _ -
Looking back ten years, yes, even five or
two, we note a remarkable improvement in the
culture and care of the orange. Those of our -
Urnadds cante \%ﬁ*“\ Pe .
growers and shlppersryho follow the methods of
those earlier days are among the number who are
more or less discouraged and have but little Ll
pleasure in fhe business. Onward énd upward
must be the motto of every grower who wéul&
make the culture of the orange a success.
I wish I had the giéngtfgge tha? %ziygnable
me to adequately set forth my high estimate of\‘

cixggg_f%ﬁaxs and the fascinating work of“%ﬁﬁir |

culture; of the qumercial importance of the
business; of / incomparable beauty of—the

O P diEe anq s wholesomeness as an article of L
diet. It/stand égéﬁ%kagL;eer in_the-frudt

werltéd, and not 2:iy contributes largely to the
wealth of the State, but?%tgwt the general -

health of the whole nation, is preatly—indabied.
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Its delicious juices are as in#igorating as
they are palatable, toning up the organic
functions as well as tﬁe enervated nerve
centers, thus giving to man a tireless physi-
que and a clear brain. Tet us go forward in
our calling, feeding.the greatest nation in the
world with a fruit that the poet would say

"Was fit for the Godsg",
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