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CITRUS NOTES

"PHE VALUE OF THE TARIFF TO CITRUS"
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' Let us recall a bit of history of the citru
industry, Iany of our orange growers have come
among us in recent years and know nothing of the
hardsuips and difficulties experienced during
the earlier yeare of its history. To some, thos
were years filled with disappointment and bitter
experiences, Orange or lemon growing was not
profitable, lany growers were becouming bankrupt
Cne of my groves had bankrupted two men before
it came into my hands, and I would have gone
ghe same way had not tie Dingley Bill given us
a protective tariff on oranges, len who had
gone into tlhe nursery business went droke., I
bought ac fine trees as 1 ever set out Jor 157,

Ho improvements were made in all tiis beaut:
ful Southland by orange growers, or anyone else,
for all are largely dependent upon tne fruit ine
dustry. It was scratcl snd seratch hard to make
a bare living,

The country awakened up and elected lekinle
and a Republican Congress, The Dingley Bill was

framed = the growers sent & committee to Washins
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ton, at an ex_euse of some $6000,00, which
presented the claims of the citrus industry
and the first protective tariff was given us,
The tariff wos raised Jrom 13¢ a box to a cent
a pound, or 72¢ a box, This gave the growers

courage, Lroyerty values and prices advanced V-

L
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There were other problemns to sclve after
this first great victory nad been won. Kew
markets must be exploited, for we had never
put our oranges and lemons into the Atlantic
Seaboard cities, To do this we had a fight and
a hard one with the imperters, but being handie-
capped with a cent a pound duty as tliey were,
put us in these markets on alwmost an equal foote
ing, In other words, their cheap freight and
the tariff aboul equ&lled our freight of a cent
and a quarter, It was even then a great contest
to wrest these markets from the powerful ime
porters, wlhose connections with the foreign
growers and steamship companies were so close

that these interests also entered into the
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contest,

¢ne of the weapons used by California
growers to drive these importers ouf’of busie-
ness was tue contribution by the growers of 100
ears of oranges to be sacriiiced upon tlie New
York market te break the importers, Then a
cargo of oranges arrived we flooded tlie market
with our fruit and sold itﬂpneap, that the
importer, after having to put up his 72¢ a box
to the Government, lost money., lie could take
chances with his fruit and his freight, for
there was but little invested in tiese, but he
could not afford to jeopsrdise the cash ree
quired to pay custom duty, After & time the
importers saw that Califoinia wos determined
to have the markets and many of them caue here
in person and nade connections witn growers
and became iLdentified with California interests,

During the years since liew York and Boston
and other cities have been cur bpest markets,
Tew York alone takes almost twenty per cent of

our shipments and sets the price for the rest
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of the country, On lMonday a week ago, 67 cars
were sold in that city alone, .

California products are now shipped throughe
out the nation, You can find our oranges in
every city and village in our couniry, because
thie American markets are held aacred to the
American growers and are not give\to foreign
growers,

When the FPayne-Aldrich 8ill was being
framed we again went to VWashington., Our Citrus
League took the matter up at that time and
gathered data and went bvefore the Ways and I eans
Committee and presented ocur case, The Coumittee
retained tae cent & pound on beth oranges and
lemons, but wnen the bill went to the Benate,
the growers there found an influential friend,

a man who knew more oi tie hardships and obstae
cles, tie lewon growers especially had to cone
tend with, and who at every point and to every
industry proved loyal to California. lie had the
tariff on lemons raised from one cent to one

and one half cents per pound, thus giving the
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lemon industry such encouragement that lemon
groves have since been set cut in all scctions
of the citrus belt, This man, the fruil gro=
wers friend, was." , our aistinguished
Senétor, the ilon, Prank P, Flint,
Is our citrus inaustry now in any danger?

1 answer emphatically that it is, Fresident
Taft said it was, Ex-Senath Flint, who went
throught the fight'in Waskhington and knows the
situation, says it is., Our own Congressman,
Hon, 8, C, Swith says it islaud anyone who will
look into the situation wmust cowe to the same
conclusion, Ought we, therefore, to be alarmed!
Ve aﬁrely ouzht to be, Those of us wno have
gone through the bitter experiences of the past
know better what to expect should certain cone
ditions prevail - should the tariff be lowered,

‘ Cﬁght we how to put our indusiry in jeo=
pardy? Ve are doing well, why clamor for a
change? Indeed, why nermit a change? Far
easier to prevent the disaster than to regain

again what we may now through indifference
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lose, 1If the tariff on citrus fruits is lowered
we could never again get the duty placed ns high
ag it is at present,

Presideat Taft will stand by us for we
have his word, made to the growers at Riverside
last Cectober in which he said, "The tariff on
your citrus fruits is in danger and if ever the
protection of this growing industry is taken
from you and my veto will save it, you shall
have it,"

Ve, thereBére, know where }r, Taft stands
and we are not afraid that that he will change
.his mind mad go back on his friends =8 Col,
Roosevelt is in the habit of doing, He ig not
swayed and turned by this hue and cny for lower
tariff, which is really the chief article in the
creed of the self-styled Progressives, Yhat did
Gov, Hohnson say on the same subject? In a
sootiing voice he said, "Don't worry about the
tariff", An orange grower pertinently said,

"that is all I have to worry about",
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I may say that our Citrus League has pree
pared at gneaé expense, tie most complete and
exhaustive data relntive to the cost of produce
tion and handling of citrus fruits, votidin this
couﬁty and in foreign countries, ever made on
any industry, e are safe with President Taft,
because he proposes to revise the tariff, if
revised upon.rat;una1<and seientific.linea.

A grower who is wanting ‘tariff revised

on eastern manufactured goods, )
dovnward/said, TIou donvt suppose viey would

take the tariff off oranges, do you?" They
certainly will.r\Cur products are ilie most
nighly protected of the producis of nny state
and when once taken up by low tariff advocates,

you may depend upon it that it will be cul and
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‘Back eaat tlie speakers, Lhese grogressives,
are telling the people not to worry about their
interests, but the tariff will be taken off
California fruits so thay can all have che#p

fruit and not enrich those Californians as they
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are now doing, Congressman kurdeck, a Progresse
ive, s=zid in a speech on the tariff in Congress:
"Is it fit that every sickebed and every hospita:
in the United States slould suffer in order to
protect a few paltry orange and lemon growers
in Southern California?",

Let me fell you tihat the California fruit
growers, and all dependent on the great fruit
industry, and that weans lagyers, doctors,
preachers, editcrs, merchants, bankers, autoe=
mobile makers, drivers and caretakers, milliners
blacksmiths, carpenters, brick 1Hyérs, ceuent
workers, painters, clerks, teachers, and laborer
in all branches, for all are largely dependent
upon the money brought here from the Bast in
exchange for our fruit, cannot afford to line
up with tle elesment in the Republican party who
in turn give 2id and comfort to the Democrats,
Une ol tue Roosevelt Delegates to be voted on
Tuesday is now votling with the Demoerats in
Congress for free trade measures, ihcluding free

sugar and free lemons,
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Henep, if we are to judge from his Democrat
Socinlistic utterances in a recent Los Angeles
speech delivered at a Republican meeting, is in
perfect harmony with Congresswan Kent, and seven
teen otiier insurgents wiho voted fcr free sugar,

Lvery so-called Progressive Senator voted
againagt the prescnt tarififl on lemons, Thie ine
cludes Senator La Follettle, who now wanis to be
President =nd Senator Ieveridge, who has come to
California to tell us Low we ought to put our
interests into the hands of men of his stripe,

The strongest arguasents thie Committees sent
to Washington by our fruit growers to secure and
maintain protection for oranges, lemons and
walnuts and other products, was that we had been
loyal to the republican party, the party of
protection, Why now jeopardize our great and
growing industry? Ve ougint a2t least be loyal to
the party and the man to whom our prosperity.is
due, Taft ié our insurance policy standing

between us and ruin, For don't you know that
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our industry depends solely upon being protected
by a tariff, |

Let me read you what Congressman Smith said
to me in a pecent lettier:

(Read Swmith's letter)

PAo@eviest e s ittt odtirs set s el su.potesss ey re
inxxamnxxxxainxxxixnmx:hixxinxxxnxxukxux

The Los Angeles kxpress, owned by kr, B, T,
Farl, who built up his great fortune largely off
orange growers, and who held the industry by Xxthe
throat for years, has presistently knocked our
present tariff, liot one word appears in this
paper favcravle to the protection which our ine
dustry must nave in order to prosger, Yet, this
paper and this man has moulded tlhie sentiment
of our peopgle so tunt, strange as it is, they are
not only now in large numbers arraigned against
the very uﬁh who built the great wall of proe
tection for us and have maintained it, but are
Wworking hand in nand with the men who fought us
and who are now inducing them to help tear this

| | | | |
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