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CITRUS TALKS

"HANDLING THE ORANGE"

Sea dide Beach Institute--Long Seach

July 28, 1903
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Shll‘ fl’ul’f in its sea son(fhery it is at its
best, ot permit it to get over-ripe, snd one

variety tolap over on to the next, Trouble is

deear largely on this account.

et e {eg by

ot pieck too soun efter a rain, At suenh times
we may think the market will be lightly supplied
snd priees high, snid we go into the oreherds in
the mud, sormetimes with rubber boots on., This

not only dameges orcherds by pack ing ground but

puts fruit on the manwet that rots quiecklyr.
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Kind of boxes in genersl use, The cormon

rack ing boxes and the eclested for pieking boxes,

The lormer should never be used, Tas shzrp eer-

ners yhieh cuts and bruises the fruit, snd in
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stacking the boxes are liable to slip down into
each o‘r.her-z, Pox beeomes dirty in apearance and
en unsightly jackage for the 'ruit, Vhere the
Pick ing is done by the box the grower insists won
the boxes being Mll greatly to the detriment of
the fruit, FEconomy on wageaes but pays heavily on
fruit, The regular heavy cleated box is easy to
handle, no sharp edges to break the fruit st the
top and can be piled with s;—..i‘etyv.
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lLadiers should have broad steps to prevent
sinking into the +tree and bresking limbs end is
ezsy on the feet., Broad base not allow it to
twist in tree, Iong enough so top don't settle in
tree., It is ess ntiel whatever other gualities

that & la.wder should be long enough to & this.
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The guestion of elippers is an importent one
in order that the stem may be cut short without
injury and even with the best elippers they must
be looked &fter and kept in conditi on‘. Recently
in a packing house won lovking over the fruit sz

twelve or fifteen oranges punétured by the long
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stems of other oranges, This fruit, of cuPse, =3l
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wolld 1ot within the three weeks necessery to
N '
reach the consumer. i'e was having wrk done

cheaply though vhen his attention wes called to it

4id not think that was any serious diffieulty.

Pick ing bags should be small, and eveén with
the most approved should be handled rightly,

Pickers should stoop and empty them snd not fire

the fruit out with stiff backs.
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rtauling fruit to packing houses on springs
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Good roads.

care in pack ing house, Piling off the wagon.
ITandled with rubber-tired trucks. Prefer-'ab];..- wit
clamp trucks unless in picking boxes, T[iled wit

space for air between eaceh tier,
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Padded hoyper., Soft-—as brusher, 1To fall

for fruit, ZElevator to bins,
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Tight pack from bottom so as not to necessi-
tate heavy pressure by press, Press =]low more

sring in cover making zn uniformly even curve,

Fruit should be tight,

Veghing sometimes necessary tho undesirsble,
caw reeently Tangent wes! er ran by power at the
rete of 100 a minute shooting fruit through.

Complete dryving, vet not permitting fruit to keep

Fut in ear tight and uniformly lined so as to
admit of ventilation and under refrigeration

eclose to the bottom.
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It is one thing to gfow arn orange and quite
#nother to put it on the market so it will bring
profitable returns. Wrhat our aim should be -
indeed our highest ambition - is to put this
lucious and wholegsome fruit before the consumer
ir a most attractive marnner and in perfect cor=-
dition. It is poor satisfaction forqua to grow
svlendid fruit unless we can presegirgf to those
Tor whom it 1is produced in a waf{it will appeal
to them and make them willing to pay liberally
for it. It should bhe put before them in as good
condition as when clipped from the tree. The
splendid transportation facilities provided by
the railway companies ought to 2nable us to do
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dnd hds bben most lavish in

respect, bu

will be the
palurey Ooing ﬂaML'
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he Div
bestowing ugon Sdutherrn California rare, natural
advartages, [perhaps greater than are enjoyed by
any section pver which floats the stars and

strires. Th%imagnificent mountain ranges not
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The general ideahprevailing with reference to the amount of
fertildzer requir%d was one developed and advanced by one of the
pioneer fertilizer manufacturers. In order to be definite in
statement, that he might sell his goods he conceived the plausible
theory that a podnd of fertilizer to the year in the age of the
tree was the correct and proper way to use the fertilizer. This
was religiously followed by those who used the compounded article.
We did not stop ﬁo consider the condition of either tree, soil or

ingredients of tﬁ@ fertilizer; just a pound to the year. We were

therefore frequenily disappointed in results.
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Barn yard manuﬁe, upon which many growers rely as a fertilize:
if needed at all, phould be heavily applied. That is, a quantity

gufficient to make\a marked impression upon the soil should bg put
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the &ecay found in oranges on their arrival in the Eastern
market is due to carslesgness in handling here. Reckless work
is done by the pickers, the fruit is poured into picking boxes
oreoreleinto packing boxes, thrown on springless wagons and
hauled to the packing house where it is roughly handled, and
often timeg indifferently racked. The best rassults cannot be
securaed by following these methods.d T dont often have the
opportunity of visiting my neighbors' orchards; but recently
in ggiéﬁjnining oxchard T saw men picking. One man in par=-
ticular interested me. A steady gtream of fruit flowed into
his cage bag. He did not touch an orange with his hands. His
Hivs o ok Biw fuiel of

ddll" average ran from 120 to 130 boxes.

. J N ! > jr . J
e H U S wspiiilte obine. . Qi N Lo B foco

It is one thing to produce ar ordnge and quite anotﬁér to
tonvert it into money. The "modus operandi" of this change of
fruit into the coin of the—realm is a question which has per=
plexed most growers. ‘There have been numerous methods propose
and experimented with, but none have met the approval of all
growers. This many feel 1s‘i¥§éé¢2£§f'for they claim it not
only robs the business of what should be a pleasant feature,

but prevents getting such financial returns as a well estab-

lished and a universally adopted plan of almost any kind would
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