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CITRUS TAIKS

"THE ORANGE"™
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one of the Azores, a group of islands off the coast of Portugal.
A party who had lived there and known the fruit, on seeing some
specimens I had, said they were identical with the oranges growm
there.

The Valencia Lates, if properly manipulated, may be de-

pended upon tP supply the l%mitgd,@gmand for oranges during the

ALt wite (_Blaion } ?&Ls:w’&,f;’/}{-” Llteal acalh Hecae
sumier and “early au ‘A This is a ind orange, a good bearer,

though it does not come in bearing-as early as the navel, and is

a splendid keeper. Hart's Tardiff, which is growm at Riverside,
I am told is the same orange. If not the same variety it is very
similar.

If 1 were setting out an orchard of twenty acres I be-
lieve I would select the different varieties in about the follow-
ing proportion: Thompson's Improved Navel, two acres; Washing-
ton Navel, eight; Malta Blood, one; large St.Michael, two; Va-
lencia Lates, five; Lisbon and Eureka or Villa Frankf%3a3§gugcre

sach.

This is only my idea, and based upon the way I should ~

Y

expect to market the fruit. It might be better for those who &%=
peet to put their crop into an association, or turn it over bodily
to some shipper, employing a promise-anything-or-everything sort

of an agent, to grow one variety straight --- the Washington Navel.
This would avoid annoyance, perhaps, and as the returns seldom seem

to be a factor in such transactions, it would be easier all around.

Vil F NS

(
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In such cases the grower generally accepts, with a strange sort of
gratitude, quite as though he felt that he was just so much ahead,
what the shipper in his policy-generosity may dole out to him. As
a m&&tﬁg{da‘if t&tf.{ew -1s 115,;,]Zf ilse foréﬁmog '%‘ ul

The pomelo and ah ddock are nat1 s of India ‘and Chlna 3 %;
and were brought to the West Indies by Captain Shaddock, Gommander‘&’ 5;
of a British man-of-war. They were early introduced into Florlda, “ﬂ
where the trees, for a long time, were only used for ornamental
purposes. The present popular name of grape fruit was given by %é:;?.
the colored people of Florida, because the fruit has a tendency

to hang in clusters, and they having forgotten their real names.

The grape fruit, as we have it today, has been greatly improved E.S
by a cross fertilization and cultivation. In California we have 1:
q—

the Florida Seedling, Walters' Seedless, the Triumph and some other
varieties.cﬂhhn Philip Ruhlman, who introduced grape fruit into
the New York market, said to me that he regarded our Califormia
fruit as inferior to that grown in Florida, which was hetter than
any grown ih the West Indies. He also seemed to doubt that it
would ever prove remunerative to California growers. The demand
will always be limited, I believe, and the market therefor easily
overstocked.  However, ae—iefggégggzzzfy- think, we 623961;91'00?19K
’%‘%%me s a?an%wer an earfdé%& gﬁy bearer, and
even more hardy than the orange. The fruit is said to be a spe-
eific for the cure of dyspepsia, rheumatism, kidney trouble and

malaria.
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soil the fruit so that it is necessary to wash it, but destroys all

the finer qualities of the orange, leaving only the coarser and

more fibrous parts. Alwa};s remember that the more delicats =md

| 'y

mexre- . ortion of the 1t is th 1rst to succwnb It )
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and experience with both spraying and :f‘umgatlon is that the lat=*% :’
paabh Lolieqad foen 57 bt
ter the 0 rocess to - y on with any degree of confidence.: ‘*"- ®
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or leave you. They have no such idea. Go 1o work and kill them $
-—/u,.,az; iascallilic itirver. tetitils f‘{_(w ;,_MMMWMJCI{LMQ(% teatline q.\ff‘ 4—1&\'-% \!"
with hydroeyanie acid gas., ~our fruit will find a Teadie marlrét, 4 T

{\s_h.‘\_:lu' vy

bring more money, save washing, and afford you a degree of satis- 2

-

faction that you never e}gpex 1enced with dlrty stuff.
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The red spider appears to be a more serious peet than 3
one would at first suppose. It seems 1“0 s;ubjswu largel_; upon the

b | ARLE_ M YV ’
; (u 1

rind of the orange, thus preventing its geowta. I am told that
LY Ii‘

simply spraying w1tn weiter/;\WllT kill it.




AT Fuller's Rose Beetle,

i

Orenge—Deg, is a ravenous feeder on the tender growth of young

‘trees, and should be stamped out wherever manifested, for the dam-
age it can do in a growing orchard is appalling. These may be

shaken off onto a sheet spread beneath the tree, or vinte a bucket

contqlnlng T keraaansov*eu4~v Wl |
4J‘l§§¥.r I think it is essential to keep the soil enriched. Tot

too heavily, for then the fruit is liable to be coarse, but by fre-

quent light applications of some kind of fertilizer. This is one

of the annual expenses that seems to be incurred largely through

faith, or a vague hope that it is going to do some good, or it may

be that you are simply talked into using some "straight goods" by

a fertilizer agent. I know but little about fertilizers; in-

deed, I regard their use as largely experimental. Too many unknown

conditions to contend with, and then one has little knowledge, gen-

erally, of just what is being used. On the Santa Isabel Rancho

we have used commercial fertilizer, bone meal, lime cake, wood

Jrils tibinh Cicoeies O ot vttty Ly g
ashes, sheep fprtzllzer and barn-yard manure., I would not recom-
mend the 1attarﬁonly for soil badlj ) Tun down, or lime cake for
»-t»-LaD iﬁ-erl i/{).t” & “’“L—L

other than heavy s l do ndf know as I care to express a pref- -
Bl

erence further, but I would keep doing something. More or lesi§> 5}5&

benefit is derved from any m_/uhyt % umf-}r

. T i — s iif A ogﬂfﬁg,
enf A Ha . _- ——
w tﬁ%t KNow whg d on the Santa Isabel Ranche,
as h so heavy a crop fp California as on a portion

Ne was interested in a grove, a%d wanted to use 6
) AV T K g
the fertilizer that had proven so saflsfac+ory._ 3

/ a]cu} LsL B xlt( Ltnv‘l Parbery | G J/f(
what -I-econla—s RRAYT $¢ 1lsfpdr£%cular part of :
the orchard never had other than a light dressing of sheep manure. A

I would nbt recommend\a constant use of this, however; indeed, I
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@llecded (& o
do not know but the heavy crop was really due to other conditioms.
J@C/‘d—d & C‘{Jf_ﬁ‘—'ﬁ/&-'&_ 1/: (_'Jfgh{,{_,(: e A -r.'ccf;é T diimtin £ 4&_;"‘{(':;'/“{:9_‘7
Vriivodon - 1He question of irfigation i€ ‘n important one. Water/ /z

“Gosts money and it is an expense to care for it. We therefors,
must put all the water we buy where it is needed with as little
loss and with the least possible labor. Flumes, either cement or
wood, should be comstructed, or pipe-lines laid, and then practice
furrow irrigation. This, in my opinion, is much better than the
block or form method. By it water is carried deeper into the soil,
leséfgﬁéiz}ation, keeppweder from contact with the trees, ground
easier prepared, left in better condition for cultivation, and is
less expenseive. Do not wait till your trees need water; give
it to them before they get in that condition. ﬁﬁ%alc;fﬂiwﬁﬂﬁ{z;:
TR fan il (LG gt oo oceiiie . Mt
ottt acn s 245 (o Gl Ot
Bl = T ey e e———)
{::w W lannr . tﬁ Qacy fiden /{}ﬁ,v 4-7--»'%.4.4[)" tiiie o erte s dove
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the market with fancy fruit. I do not mean with oranges that some
paxticmier shippers are pleased takhpaﬂd as fancy, but, really fine,
richly flavored oranges. Wé‘h&#@ﬁendéavored upon the Santa Isabel
Ranchd to grow high grade oranges, and in some respects have met
VLwith'reasonable success.. It is not this grade of fruit shat we
have difficulty in selling. ~ That is sought after. Indeed, we
cannot supply the demand for it. It is the poor fruit that bothers
us. It is this grade that over-stocks the market.

Many of the growers have thus become quite disnouraggd
and some even alarmed for the future ﬂég“gig‘ﬁg;g;gfreﬁﬁ}ﬂé’}}om
the past season's crop: If we were to consider the returns in
_conneetion only with the enormous: crop, there would be, I grant,

-~ room for serious 'epprehension.  However, weighing all the facts
and conditions carefully, I see no occasion for alarm. . 1 think:aﬂjg;mi%
the crop brought all it was worth ew—tiE—WiToTe, or very nearly so.
Indeed, I consider it a marvel that so much poor, unpalatable fruit
was consumed by the people of the Bast. Much of it was light in
weignt, syrup watery, <#+eb and tastless, aggﬁ%&i—&& broken down,
fruit generulljvpf poor keeping quality, and bore other evidences
of frO't“i\JEhere was doubtless enough good fruit sent forward to
keep the buyers-hopesfod—=AQ from being wholly dis . It may
be said that the crop was literally forced upon the people by low
prices, persistent dealers and peddlers, splendid transportation
facilities and the machinery for putting it into every section of

the United States and Canada, and the present wholesome tariff law,
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upon the market from California. In natural conditions we are as

favorably situated for growing fancy oranges as the farmers in the

states named are for ralsing iilﬂ stock. The i%%g%?gféﬁég;;gagéﬁqu‘ﬁiJ
G\Z ﬂi!:: ;;% ﬁz.‘ ten fﬂ“"‘"-‘é.

and wilful carelessness A\ls a heavy tax upon ws. They
are-gxpensive., . ; 1
e T A /{/(m-‘z»t/%fﬁ/a--’- g
Let me diﬁ&—&ﬂ-ebeﬁ¥¥a$ian or two along these lines: A
gentleman pointing to some magnificent orange trees, --- magnifi-

cent in size only, said they were sixteen years old, and yet had
never borne a crop. I asked him why he did not cut them down.
He replied that he had thought of it, but concluded he would wait

another year. That was three years ago, and I think he is still

waiting. Nof phe experienced old residentesnd visited
to get pojnters e ot tell him, but I will say gquietly to
you that I lost 1 fld ce in that gentleman's practical knowl-
edge as an orange groper af:§>\ha made this statement.

Other growers 1 fand fumigating, irrigating, cultivating
and pruning rocky old seedling teees &L L hustralian Navefgzgg— only
to be amnually worried and disappointed with the returns, -++4 that
is, if they ever got any at all. It requires fortitude, I know,
to destroy dear old land-makks, but I should say, either cut them
down, for there is neither profit nor pleasure in them, or bud them
to a better variety. The latter may be a little tedious, but it
is practicable. In my judgment the sooner this is done the bet-

ter, for it is certain that this poorer fruit is going to be lit-




g o —  ftlagpuch lesee 2bel
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'Q& lLoe Y4 ok Ca #
ust be more carefﬂlyf%g;ndled in the acking house, graded

PN
higher, and greater attention given to uniformity. The packages **
must be more attractive. /‘E

THIRD. After growing better fruit and taking better care of
it, we must then fgé money for it. This seemﬂifnevitable.
The increased production and the almost certain unwise competition
that would develope among shippers and combinations of growers
would pull the price down. One could bank with certainty upon
the weakness an@é%?eed of human nature in this regard, which would
invariably resull to the detriment of the grower. This is a faec-
tor to be always considered, and will prove quite as potent to bring
dowvn prices as the\gz;iifﬁ rgf fruit grown. 1 therefore reasoned
that unless these conditions could be met, one was not justified in
embarking into a business so hazardous. I thought I saw ample
room, however, for improvement in the first two conditions, and

alsofbelieved that oranges could be profitably produced and placed

in the market at prices that would insure their consumption. &t

California can produce very much finer oranges than she
does, even now. There is hardly an excuse for growing much of
the inferior fruit that we do. There is as little reason for
raising TdZO - hogs 1n 1111n015 and Iowa, where every condi-

tion i€ p rfeet &: “th ere is for growing some of the oranges put
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;qth;ﬁxj-Thern was universal complaint the past season among cit-
rus fruit growers and shippers about the over-stocked condition
of the orange market. This in some respects, was well founded.
Some markets will at times be glutted. This is unavoidable under
the present methods of shipping. I can, however, with equal prop-
riety apply to our business the same argument Rufus Choate made
with reference to his when asked, whether or not, owing to the over-
crowded state of the legal profession, he could recommend a young
man to enter it. "There is plenty of room" said he "in the upper
story."™ So I can say that there is room, if not plenty, yet room,
in the astern market for high grade fruit(}%ﬁGood fruit, like the o
first class article of any kind, will always meet with a readier
sale than the poorer grade, and generally at a much higher price.
As you ad&vfﬁmgge quality of your customers, you will be able to
increase the price at even a greater ratio. For instance, a hox
of poor oranges, 150s, might sell in New York for $1.50 or $2.
This would go to a pedd{ggzwho'had indifferent trade, and would re-
tail for fifteen to twenty-five cents per dozen. This trade would
not pay more. ™

fmﬁ~55£ of fancy fruit the same size, or even larger, which
would go upon the table of the rich, would sell from $2.50 to $3.50.
The expense incurred in marketing each box was the same. Another
advantage the fancy fruit would have is in finding a readier sale.

Indeed, I do not believe it possible for California to overstoek
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which practically prohibited the importation of foreign oranges.

A gigantic trade has been built up, provided with all
the nesessities for manipulating it, and to the men conducting it
in all its various branches and avenues we are indebted for fore-
ing into consumption the large season's output. This powerful
combination would have crowded almost any article into the hends
of the people. A few years ago before all these men and firms and
exchanges were in the business, it would have been impossible for
California to have marketed three million boxes of oranges. A

. Y g ML
great and valuable work has thus beagz;na urgtedin getting this_
; : v ol o P e ¢ duspptrlen
machinery in motjon. foeetclae ; e e A e

vl a g,u.uf ~for oninlliin v Preeg ey,
Some four years¥ago I began looking into the orange bus-

iness, as carefully, perhaps, as a novice would be expected to do,
and themewas presented to my mind a proposition of a thres-fold
nature. I may add that my experience and observation since have
confirmed the conclusions at which I arrived at that time.

FIRST. The citrus fruit growers of California must grow
better fruit; better in every sense. It must not only be the
best varieties, but must be cleaner, smoother and more luscious
than most fruit then marketed.

SECOND. Better care must be taken of it. It is one thing
to grow fine fruit --- quite another to handle it properly. It
must be more carefuily taken from the trees; nothgfgén and sour,

not over-ripe and puffy, but at the time it is in its best form.
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erally erowded out by the better. The law of the survival of the
fittest will apply here, as in other realms. As before stated,
however, as long as growers persist in putting this poor steck on
the market, @ad company L.ontamnate;/ and-the good will suffer

I want to plead with growers to give attention to these matters.
Indeed, we absolutely cannct afford to be indifferent to them;
they are v1ta1 Let us make the business profitable.Frewsfere—it

There are some paop ho from indifference or carelsss-
their.orchards, to the great harm and
loss of their mere provic eighbors. It is quite on a par

s, and manifestly as unjust to the
0 persist in this senseless and-

profitless shipping of poor oranges and lemons.
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