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CITHUS TALKS

"CITRUS GROWERS' PROBLIMS"

1914

iiritten for New York Fruit Bulletin
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The eitrus growers of Califarnia have for

tweniy yesars, to my knowledge, had problems of one
kind or anotiler Lo solve, They are, however, an

intelligenti and rescourceful class oi faruers and
Lerrtofore been able in a very satislactory way,
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to inke ecare of these various problems ns they
have ocone along, Bpoue of them in the distance
seaned insurmountable, but wlien taken hyld of

intelligently and with a Jirmu determination, they
nRve baen splved,

LHeTe arre Wo oI Lharee i.'nl‘{]'_-,'l_!-’;__ﬂ iy BIe
today confronting the Californis citrum growers,

I am frank to say ithat they have a tendaney 1o uake

gome of Tilem more g lesa nervoun, 1 an gure, how-

cver, tihont we are betiar prepared Lo cone wit.. Lhege
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thnt came up. One of Lhese which is dempnding con-

giveration is the gquestion of owverproduction, Cal-

ifornia already produces two=-thirds of the citrus
fruit conswued in this country, but during recent

years large aceragle hing breen set Lo eranges nnd

lemong, Bg that tihe production will be very largely

inerensged within the next three or four years, In=
stand of having 40,000 to 45,000 onrs we will hnv
5,000 to 80,000 cars., Our improved system of

aul ture And modern wethoda of nandlios and dig-

ecribution of the fruit
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excellent gquality of our fruit will be more and
mora pppreciated oy the American pegple, se tnot
thiey will very gladly take at fair prices, all of
the incomparable oranges that California ean pro-
duee, UCur Washington Navels and Valencia lLates

nave no equal as Zood keepnrs and delicipus and

i) L r= TaTr pr=N e ¥
Holescme oTANEes  1he fruit dealers and consumera



throughout the nation are learning more about tuese

excellent qualities of our oranges and lemons and
take them in preference to tiiose grown elsewlere,
even at higher prices,

Anothier problem wnich confronts us is to
know just what the practical effect the reduction

of thie tariff will have upon tne marketing of our

ranges, Doubtless on this account large quantities
of tihie cheaper grades of foreign fruit will oe
dumped upon some of our markets., This will have a

tendancy to demoralize these markets and trnus

result in a general way to the detriment of the

grower, the phipper, tae nandler and to the consuuer,
The old tariff very largely kept cut tiis class of
fruit and taus all classes were venefited, The
consumker always pays relatively higher for this
trash than he does for good stuffl and yet it is
that grade of fruit that is always crowded upon the
class ol buyers less able to be imposed upon, 3o
that in every phase of practical business, the tear-
ing down of the protective tariff wall is harmful,

Gur California growers will go bravely
and resolutely on meeting and overcoming ever,
obstacle and wmake the future ol tie industry
profitable ana attractive, We, however, feel out=
ragea that politicians sliould add to our ourdens,
There are many wiich naturally come along in tlie
fruit business without this ugeless and unnecessary
burden peing laid upon us,

Just how much benefit we are to receive
from thie Panama Canal is the shipments of our fruit,
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is an unsolved guestion. It mayin a large measure
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help us to successfully meet the difficulties
mentioned above, Anyway, California huas many
millions invested in the citrus fruit industry

and proposes to largely feed the American pecople

with her incomparable and delicious fruits,
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