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The long exposure photographs in the Dark Skate series humanize intimidating and gritty urban locations by
inserting energy and movement of the body. Taken at various locations in Los Angeles, Miami and Detroit, the
images are photographs, performance, and self-portrait drawings. Using light to illustrate the trajectory of my
movements on a skateboard at night, relationships with the spaces around us are rediscovered.

I attach a light to a fixed point on my body, skateboard in the dark and incorporate the line my body traverses
within the landscape. The resulting photographs are urban environments paired with lines of light that behave
like physical objects, written language or break apart into a flurry of abstraction. The images explore a
combination of universal and personal interactions between body and space. The process of finding locations
during this project parallels my experience growing up as a skateboarder re-appropriating architecture and
landscape.

The origins of these works are two-fold: my experimentation with long exposure photography of the night sky at
different telescopes and observatories merged with my childhood participation in surfing and skateboarding,
where I learned to synthesize and trace out my path as I traveled through various spaces. The darkness and long
exposure times of the Dark Skate photographs create an image with no trace of my body, only the line of my
movements. The images possess ghost-like connotations, showing action with no trace of a figure, leaving an
after-image of where but not of whom. I aim to capture the moments in which natural phenomenology reveal
and conceal our physical experiences in the world.

- Lia Halloran









Dark Skate Detroit / Michigan Theater, 2010
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / LA River Bridge, 2007
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / Griffith Park, 2008
c-print
48 x 48 inches
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Dark Skate Detroit / Pallister Street, 2010 c-print 48 x 48 inches



Dark Skate Los Angeles / San Pedro Self-Built, 2008 c-print 48 x 48 inches
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Dark Skate Detroit / Train Station, 2010
c-print
48 x 56 inches

Dark Skate Miami / MIA, 2008
c-print
96 x 112 inches

Dark Skate Miami / Marine Stadium Corridor, 2008
c-print
48 x 56 inches
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Dark Skate Miami / Indoor Half Pipe, 2008 c-print 24 x 30 inches



Dark Skate Los Angeles / Downtfown, 2007 c-print 48 x 48 inches
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Dark Skate Miami / Oldenburg Orange Peel, 2008
c-print
24 x 30 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / Upland Full Pipe, 2008
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Detroit / Packard Plant, 2010
c-print
48 x 56 inches






Dark Skate Los Angeles / Backyard, 2007 c-print 48 x 48 inches
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Dark Skate Miami / Rickenbacker Underpass, 2008 c-print 48 x 56 inches
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Dark Skate Miami / Turnaround, 2008
c-print
48 x 56 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / South Pas Symmetry, 2007
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Detroit / Dequinter Cut, 2010
c-print
48 x 56 inches
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Dark Skate Miami / Stadium Seating, 2008 c-print 24 x 30 inches



Dark Skate Los Angleles / Pasadena Hill, 2007 c-print 48 x 48 inches









Dark Skate Detroit / Inside Out, 2010
c-print
48 x 56 inches

Dark Skate Detroit / Outside In, 2010
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / Duarte, 2007
c-print
48 x 48 inches
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Dark Skate Los Angeles / Broken Line, 2007 c-print 12 x 12 inches



Dark Skate Detroit / Bridge to Canada, 2010 c-print 48 x 56 inches









Dark Skate Miami / Balcony, 2008
c-print
24 x 30 inches

Dark Skate Los Angeles / LA River Tree, 2007
c-print
48 x 48 inches

Dark Skate Miami / Palms, 2008
c-print
48 x 56 inches
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